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Such of the Foreign as are uſually 


brought over and eſteemed for 
their Singing. 


To which are added, e 


Figures of the Cock, Hrx, and Ec of 
each Species, exactly copied from Nature, 


By Mr. EL E AZ AR ALBIN. 
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And curiouſly engraven on Copper. 
A L S O 


A particular Account how to order the Ca- 


NARY-BIRDS in Breeding; likewiſe their Diſ- 


eaſes and Cure. 
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READER 


WINGING Birds are ſo pleaſant a 
© Part of the Creation; whether vue 
I > conſider their Variety, Beauty or 
5; Harmony ; that the Animal World 
WEED does not afford more agreeable Ob- 
= 5 jects to the Eyes, nor none that fo 
ſweetly gratifies the Senſe of Hear- 
They were, undoubtedly, deſigned by the great 
Author of Nature, on Purpoſe to entertain and de- 
light Mankind, who, for the Generality, are well 
pleaſed with theſe pretty innocent Creatures. 

Therefore I thought I could not do a more accep- 
table Service for the Lovers of theſe ſweet Chori- 
ters of the Woods, considering that it had never 
been yet done, I mean with ſuch uſeful Improvements, 
than to furniſh them with Inſtructions for preſerving 
them in their Houſes, becauſe they cannot always 


be entertained with their melodious Muſick in the, 6 


Fields. 


2 To. 


* 


To the READER, 


To which End, in a conciſe, methodical Manner, 
J have given the Deſcription, Character, &c. of 
each Species, the Marks of Cock and Hen; the 
Time aud Manner of Building their Neſts ; the 
Number, Colour, &c. of their Eggs; how to order 
and bring up the Young ;, and whatever elſe is either 
pleaſant or neceſſary to be known concerning them. 

And to render it ſtill more uſeful and entertain- 
ing, there are added the Figures of the Cock, Hen, 
and Egg of each Sort, exactly copied from Nature: 
This laſt very pleaſant, and ſuitable Addition, which 
is univerſally delightful to all Perſons, is «wanting 
in the Books that have been hitherto publiſhed on this 
Subject: Beſides theſe, the Reader Heil find ſome 
Obſervations not to be met with in any Author, I 
do not ſay this to undervalue any other Man's Work; 
no, there are ſome good Performances of this Kind 
extant ; and to which I own myſelf in ſome few Par- 
ticulars a Debtor ;, and had they exhibited the Figures 
of the Birds, &c. as is bere done, it would have an- 
ticipated my Deſign. 

T ſhall fro, nothing more concerning what has 
been done by others; and as to this Treatiſe, only 
wiſh that my Readers may receive the Satisfaction 
that was intended by the ſincere Endeavours of their 


Moſt Humble Servant, 


A Lover of Birds. 
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Engliſh SixG1NG-BiRDs. 


The Deſcription and Character of the 
Black-Bird. 


== 11IS is a Bird well known, be- 


ing cemmon in moſt, if not all 


Bird that I know of, found in t ingdom; 
and likewiſe one of the firſt that proclaims 


the welcome Spring, by his ſhrill harmonious. 


Voice, as if he were the Harbinger of Na- 


ture, to awaken the reſt of the featheryd 


Tribe to 266 nj for the approaching Sea- 


the Counties in England; there- 
fore needs not a particular De- 
ſcription, He is 5 10 Song- 


B e 


- — EE ct = 


2 A MWatural HisTory of 
fon: And by the ſweet Modulation of his 


tuneful Accents, endeavours to delight the 
Hen, and allure her to ſubmit to his Em- 
braces, evea before there are Leaves on the 
Trees, and whilſt the Froſts are in the Fields; 
building their Neſt the ſooneſt of any Bird; 
having young Ones, commonly by the twenty 
fifth of March, and ſometimes by the Mid- 
dle of that Month. 

The Cock, when kept in a Cage, whiſtles 
and fings very delightfully all the Spring and 
Summer-Time; at leaſt four or five Months 
in the Year; is a ſtout, hardy Bird ; which, 
beſides his own pleaſant natural Note, may 
be taught to whiſtle, or play a Tune. 

The Black-Bird, when wild in the Fields, 
feeds promiſcuouſly upon Berries and Inſects: 
'Tis a ſolitary Bird, that for the moſt part 
flies ſingly. 


The diſtinguiſhing Marks of the Cock 


and Hen. 
HEY are not eaſily known by their 
Coffr while young, but the blackeſt 


Bird generally proves a Cock: The Jrides, 
or Circle, that circumveſts the Eye in the 
young Cock-Bird, is yellow; his Bill is black, 
and turns not perfectly yellow till he is near 
a Year old: The Bill of an old Cock-Bird is 
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of a deep Yellow ; in the Hen the Tip and 
upper Part is black; the Mouth, in both, 18 
yellow within; The Hen, and Cock-Birds 
are rather brown, or of a dark Ruſſet, than 
black, and their Bellies of an Afſh-colour ; 
but after he has mewed his Chicken Feathers, 
he becomes Cole-black. 


Fe 


The Time and Manner of the Black- 


Bird's building her Veſt, &c. 
HIS Bird, as I obſerved before, breeds 


very ſoon in the Year; has young 
Ones by the End of March, or ſooner : They 
build their Neſt very artificially ; the Outſide 
of Mos, flender Twigs, Bents, and Fibres of 
Roots, all very ſtrongly cemented, and join'd 
together with Clay; plaiſtering the Inſide 
alſo, and lining it with a Covering of ſmall 
Straws, Bents, Hair, or other ſoft Matter; 
upon which ſhe lays four or five Eggs, ſel- 
dom more, of a bluiſh Green Colour, full of 
duſky Spots. They build pretty open, ge- 
nerally in a Hedge, near the Ground, and be- 
fore there are many Leaves upon the Buſhes, 
which ſo expoſes their Neſt, conſidering the 
Largeneſs of it, that it may be eaſily diſ- 
covered. 
The Cavity of a compleat Neſt I mea- 
urea was two Inches and an Half deep: 
B 2 Diameter 


2— — — ————— — 


4 A Natural HISTORY of 


Diameter at the Top, four Inches one Way, 
and five the other, being of an oblong Fi- 
gure: It weighed thirteen Ounces : The Bird 
itſelf, is in Length, from the Tip of the Bill 
to the End of the Tail, eleven, of which the 
Bill is one Inch, and the Tail four Inches 


long. 


| Of the Young, how to order them, &c. 


| HE Black-Bird has either four or five 
| young Ones at a Breeding, hardly ever 
' more or leſs; you may take them at twelve 
| Days old, or ſooner; they may be raiſed 
| with little Trouble, taking Care to keep them 
| clean, and feeding them with Sheep's Heart, 
odr other lean Meat, that is not ſalted, cut very 
ſmall, and mixed with a little Bread; and 
while young, give them their Meat moiſt, 
and feed them every two Hours, or there- 
abouts ; when they are grown up, feed them 
with any Sort of Fleſh Meat, raw or dreſſed, 
provided it be not falt ; it will be rather bet- 
ter Food for them, if you mix a little Bread 
with it; when their Neſt grows foul, take 
them out, and put them into a Cage or Baſ- 
ket, upon clean Straw ; and when they can 
feed themſelves, ſeparate them. 
He is a ſtout healthful Bird, not very ſub- 
ject to Diſorders; but, it you find him fick 
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or droop at any Time, an Houſe Spider or 
two will help him; and let him have a lit- 


tle Cochineal in his Water, which is very 


chearful and good. They love to waſh and 
prune their Feathers; therefore, when they 
are fully grown up, ſet Water in their Cages 
for that Purpoſe. 

It is to be remembered at all Times, to 
give your Birds wholeſome good Food, never 
ſtale or ſour, and to be ever mindful of keep- 
ing them clean; tis the beſt Means to make 
all Kinds of Birds thrive, by preventing many 
Diſeaſes they are ſubject to; occaſioned chiefly 
from being kept naſty, and wich bad, un- 
wholeſome Food. 

Black-Birds are not taken old, and tamed, 
but always brought up from the Net. 


Pe EET 


Of the Song-Thruſh. 


The Deſcription and Character. 


HE common Song-Thruſh is a little leſs 

than the Black-Bird : The upper Sur- 

face of the Body, is of an Olive Colour, 
with a Mixture of Yellow in the Wings; the 
Breaſt yellow:ſh, ſpotted with duſky Spots, 
and the Belly white, 


2 ; There 
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There are three or fonr other Sorts of 
Thruſhes found in England; as firſt, the great 
Thruſh, called the Miſſel- Bird, Meaſle- Tau, 
or SHrite, which in the Colour and Spots of 
the Breaſt and Belly, agrees with the Song- 
Thruſh, but is a bigger Bird: He is very 
Beautiful to look at, but not valued for Sing- 
ing, therefore ſeldom kept in a Cage. 

The ſecond Sort, called the Redwing, 
Sꝛoinc pipe, or Wind-Thruſh, is in Shape and 
Colour, to like the Song-Jhruſb, that they 
are hard to be diſtinguiſhed, only the latter 
hath more, and greater Spots on the Breaſt 


and Belly, and is ſomewhat bigger: This 


Kind is in no Eſteem for Singing, It is a 
Bird of Paſſage, that ſhifts Places according 
to the Seafons of the Year; but whither it 
goes, is not to us perfectly known. 

The third Sort is called the ſmall Heath- 
Thruſh, from its building upon Heaths and 
Commons; he is of a darker Colour than 
any of the other of the Thruſh Kind, and by 
fome valued for Singing; but as none of the 
Sorts are comparable to the common Song- 
Thruſh, at leaſt, to my Fancy, nor fo well 
known, I ſhall ſay no more of them, but 
of the Song-Thruſh only; which is a curious 
Bird, as well for the great Variety of his 
Notes, as his long Continuance in Song, which, 
is, at leaſt, nine Months in the Year. In the 
Beginning of the Spring, he fits on high 


Trees, 
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Trees, and ſings moſt ſweetly, and is as de- 
lightful a Bird as a Perſon can deſire to 
keep in a Cage; ſome of them, when they 
have been brought up from the Neſt, have 
learnt the Wood-Lark's, Nrghtingale's, and 
other curious Birds Songs. 


The Marks of the Cock and Hen. 


\HE Cock and Hen of this Kind are 
ſo much alike in the Colour of their 
Feathers, and Shape of their Bodies, that, 


notwithſtanding I have carefully examined 


them divers Times, could not diſcover any 
certain external Marks, whereby to know 
the one from the other: Yet, thus much I 
have diſcovered, which will appear to a nice 
Obſerver; in a full-feathered Bird, the duſky, 
or Olive Colour on his Back, Sc. is ſome- 
what darker than the Back, Sc. of the Hen- 
Bird; and has a more gloſſy Caſt ; the Spots 
on his Breaſt and Belly ſeem darker, and 
brighter likewiſe, and rather more White ap- 
pears on his Belly. 

It is obſervable, that in the Cocks and 
Hens of all Kinds of, Birds, where the Co- 
lours are the ſame in both, yet the Cock- 
Bird conſtantly excels the Hen in the Re- 
ſplendency of his Feathers: In the Song- 
Thrujh, in an old Bird, this Difference is ap- 


parent; 


8 A Natural HISTORY of 


parent; but then we are not put to ſuch Dif- 
ficulties to know the Cock, he ſufficiently 
diſcovers himſelf by his fine Song. 

In young Thru/hes, J would always chuſe 
the ſleckeſt and brighteſt Bird: When they 
begin to feed themſelves, both Cocks and 
Hens will record : The Cock will get upon 
his Perch, and ſing his Notes low, for ſome 
Time; the Hen will attempt to ſing, but do 
it only by Jerks, and ſo diſappoint your Ex- 
pectation. At the latter End of the Sum- 
mer, when their Moulting is over, the Cocks 
will break out ſtrong in Song, and ling in 
Winter, as well as Summer, 


The Tm and Manner of the build- 
ing her Weſt. 


1 HIS Bird breeds very early in the 
| Spring, near as ſoon as the Black-Bird; 
| ſhe commonly has young Ones by the Eud 
of March, or Beginning of April. I ſaw a 
| Neſt of Young, about the fifth or ſixth of 
| 


* 


April this Year, notwithſtanding it has been 
a cold Spring, which were well feathered, 
and at leaſt twelve Days old. 
The Thruſh builds in Woods or Orchards, 
| - fometimes in a thick Hedge, near the Ground. þ 
The Outſide of her Neſt conſiſts of fine 
ſoft green Moſs, interwoven with dead Graſs, þ 
. : Ha 
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Hay, Sc. The Inſide very curiouſly plaiſtered 
with Cow-Dung, not dawbed, as ſome have 
ſaid, but with better Skill than many of our 
Plaiſterers could do the ſame Work. Note, 
the Black-Bird always plaiſters with Clay or 
Mud, this Bird always with Cow-Dung ; the 
other lays a Covering of ſoft Stuff in the 


| Infide to lay her Eggs upon; the Thruſh 


lays hers upon the bare Inſide or Plaiitering, 
but not till it is thoroughly dry; five or fix 
in Number, of a bluiſh green Colour, ſpeck- 
led with a few ſmall black Spots, chiefly at 
the biggeſt End. 

The Hollow of a compleat Neſt I mea- 
ſured, was two Inches and a Half deep; the 
Diameter of the Inſide at the Top four Inch- 
es; it was exactly round, and the whole Neſt 


weighed one Ounce and three Quarters.—T - 


examined two more at the ſame Time, which 
were nearly of the ſame Dimenſions with 
this, but in Weight, one three Ounces, the 
other three and an Half. The Length of a 
full-grown Bird, from the Point of the Bill, 
to the End of the Tail, is nine Inches; of 
which the Bill is one, and the Tail three and 
a Halt; therefore, allowing for Tail, Bill, and 
Head, which always lie out when ſhe fits in 
her Neſt, the Cavity is juſt fitted to receive 
her Body. The ſame I have obſerved of the 
Neſts of ſome other Birds; eſpecially fuch 
as build with Sides, and make deep Cavi- 

C ties. 
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ties. The Bird ſtands within Side, when ſhe 
is at Work, and makes her own Body the 
Rule of her Dimenſions, in building. 


Of the Young, how to order them, &c. 


HE Song-Thruſh has five or fix young 


Ones at a Breeding ; they may be taken 
at twelve, or fourteen Days old, or ſooner if 
it be mild Weather; they muſt be kept warm 
and clean, and fed with raw Meat, Bread, 
and Hemp- Seed bruiſed ; the Meat cut ſmall, 
and the Bread a little wet, and then mixed 
together: Feed them once in about two Hours; 
you mult be ſure to keep them very neat and 
clean, take their Dung away every Time you 
feed them: When their Neſt grows very foul, 
take them out, and put them in clean Straw ; 
and when they are pretty well feathered, put 
them in a large Cage with two or three Perches 
in it, and dry Moſs or Straw at the Bottom. 
When they are grown up, you may feed them 
with any Thing of Fleſh Meat, boil'd, raw, 
or roaſted, provided it be not ſalt; or you 
may by Degrees intirely wean them of Fleſh, 
and give them only Bread and Hemp- Seed; but 
I é approve of Fleſh, mixt with Bread, as the 
beſt Food. Give them freſh Water twice a 
Week to waſh themſelves ; otherwiſe they will 
not thrive: If they are kept dirty, it will give 

> them 
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Engliſh SN GINO-BIRDS. II 
them the Cramp, which they are very ſub- 


jet to. Good Victuals, Water, and clean 


Lodging, is the beſt Means to prevent it. 
The Thruſh, when in the Fields, feeds on 

Inſects and Snails, as alſo Berrzes of White 

Thorn and Miſletoe, 


Of the Starling. 
The Deſcription and Character. 


'F % Starling is near as big as the Black- 
Bird, and in Shape, very much like 
that Bird. It does not ſing naturally, but has 
a wild, ſcreaming, uncouth Note; yet for 
his Aptneſs in imitating Man's Voice, and 


ſpeaking articulately, and his learning to whi- 


{tle divers Tunes, 1s highly valued as a very 
pleaſant Bird ; and when well taught, will 
{ell for a great deal of Money, five Guineas 
or more, 

They are gregarious Birds, living and fly- 


ing together in great Flocks: They company 


alſo with Redw:ings and Freldfares ; yet, they 
do not fly away with them, but abide with 
us all the Year, 


The Marks of the Cock and Hen. 


HERE is a Mark peculiar to the Cock 
of this Kind, whereby he may be 


known from the Hen, whilſt young. Under 
his 


12 A Matural HISTORY of 


his Tongue he has a black Stroak, very plain 
to be ſeen if you open his Mouth, which the 
Hen hath not, or, at leaſt, ſo faint, that 'tis 
hardly viſible ; but the firſt Time the Cock 
moults his Feathers, he loſes that black 
Stroak: He may then be known from the 
Hen by his Colours, in the Beauty of which 
he much excels her. His Breaſt has a Caſt of 
Green, Red, Purple, &c. elſe the Feathers all 
over his Body are black, with a blue and pur- 
ple Gloſs, varying, as it is variouſly expoſed 


to the Light ; only the Tips of the Feathers, 


on his Head, Neck, and Breaſt are yellowiſh ; 
and on the Belly, &c. white: All his Spots 
and Colours, are brighter than thoſe of the 
Hen. The Bill of the Cock is of a pale 


Yellow, inclining to White ; in "8 Hen, 
duſky. | 


The Time, &C. of the Starling's Build- 
ing her eſt. 


\HIS Bird uſually breeds in May, has 

.young Ones fit to take towards the 
End of that Month, ſometimes by the Middle 
of it. They build their Neſt in the Holes 
of Towers, Pidgeon-Houſes, Trees, &c. The 
Goodneſs of theſe Birds does not depend upon 
the Places where they breed, though ſome 


have given the Preference to one Sort, and 


ſome 


n 
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ſome to the other; for my Part, I could 
never find ſuch a Difference as to eſteem one 
Sort before the other, for the ſame Birds may 
build in any of thoſe Places, as they find it 
moſt convenient for them. She lays four or 


five Eggs, lightly tinctured with a greeniſh 


Blue. 


Of the Young, how to order them, &c. 


HE Starling has four or five young 
Ones at a Breeding; they may be taken 
when double Pen-feathered, which is about 


ten Days old; taking the fame Care in keep- 


ing them very clean and warm, as was di- 
rected in the Blazk-Bird and Thruſh: You 
may put them in a Baſket in clean Straw, 
and bring them up with the ſame Meat, and 
after the ſame Manner as young Black-Birds, 
feeding them every two Hours, five or fix 
{mall Pieces at a Time; let them have e- 
nough, but never overload the Stomachs of 
young Birds, it does them more Harm than 
Good. Eyery Time you feed, or take them 
in Hand, you may talk to them what you 

would have them learn ; they are apt Birds, 
and will take it preſently. To {lit their 


Tongues, as many People adviſe and practiſe, 


that the Birds, as they ſay, may talk the 
plainer, is of no Service; they will talk as 
well 


1 
| 
| 
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well without, as I have found by Experience; 
as will likewiſe Magpies, and other talking 
Birds. When they can feed themſelves, put 
them in a large Cage with clean Straw, or 
Moſs at the Bottom, and give them ſome- 
times clean Water to waſh themſelves in; 
this is the moſt ſure Method to have good 
healthful Birds, ſuch as will reward your 
Trouble in bringing them up. The Starling, 
when wild, feeds upon Beetles, Worms, and 
other Inſects. 

The Length of a full-grown Bird, from 
the Tip of his Bill to the End of his Tail, is 
nine Inches; of which the Bill is an Inch 
and a Quarter, and the Tail three Inches 
long; and when in Fleſh, weighs about three 
Ounces. 
I phe Bird is naturally hardy and healthful ; 
but when kept in a Cage, is ſubject to the 
Ciramp, Fits, &c. ſometimes it ſeizes him 
Jo ſuddenly, that he will fall down from his 
Pearch and beat himſelf to Death preſently ; 
a Spider, or Meal-Worm is a good Remedy 
againſt it, giving him two or three at a Time, 
twice or thrice a Week. If you give him 
good Meat and Drink, as I ſaid by the Bach- 
Bird, and keep him clean, it will prevent his 
Fits, or any other Diſorder, better than any 
Thing elſe that I know of. 


of 
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Peach, and other Garden Trees; of which, 
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Of the Bullfinch. 


The Deſcription and Character. 


ULLFI N CHES are ſo called from their 
B Heads, which are black, and for the 
Proportion of their Bodies, large: In ſome 
Places in England, they are called Nopes, in 
others, Thick-bills, and in ſome Hoops: This 
laſt Name they have, probably, from their 


wild hooping Sort of a Note. They are very 


docile Birds, the Hen learning after the Pipe 
or Whiſtle, as well as the Cock, having no 


Song of their own, but what is taught them, 


in which they excel moſt Birds; and the 
peculiar Rarity of theſe Birds is, that they 
never forget what they have once learnt, tho” 
they hang among ever ſo many Birds: Some 
have been taught to ſpeak ſeveral Words at 
Command: Tis a Bird much eſteemed in 
England, both for Beauty and Singing; and 
deſervedly in my Judgment; for, in the for- 
mer, he equals, and the latter, when well 
taught, excels all ſmall Birds; they have been 
frequently ſold from five to ten Guineas a 
Bird. 

Theſe Birds delight to feed upon the Buds 
of Fruit Trees, fuch as the Apple, Pear, 


the 
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they only take the blowing Buds, and by that 
Means do great Damage to the Gardeners ; 
who, therefore, hate and deſtroy them, as 
a great Peſt of their Gardens. They fay, in 
ſome Part of the Kingdom, a Reward is given 
by the Church-Wardens for every Bullfinch 
that's killed; if fo, that may be aſſigned as 
one Reaſon of their Scarcity ; being leſs com- 
mon than moſt other Singing Birds that breed 
with us. 


The Marks of the Coch and 1 


HE Cock is in Bigneſs equal to the 

Hen, but hath a flatter Crown, and 

excels her in Beauty of his Colours; a lovely 
Scarlet, or Crimſon, adorns his Breaſt; the 

Feathers on the Crown of the Head, and thoſe 

that compaſs the Bill, are of brighter Black 

than thoſe of the Hen: If both are ſeen to- 

gether, the one may very eaſily be known 

from the other; the Colours in the Cock be- 

ing much more reſplendent than in the Hen; 

but whilſt the Birds are young, it is more 

difficult to diſtinguiſh them: One of the 

ſureſt Ways is, to pull off a few Feathers 
from their Breaſts when they are about three 

Weeks old, and in about ten or twelve Days 

after, you will perceive the Feathers to come 

where you have pulled, of a curious Red, if 


ü 
1 
I 
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a Cock, if a Hen, they will come of a paliſh 
Brown, 


The Time, Manner, &c. of her building. 


/ \HE Bullfinch breeds late in the Spring ; 

ſeldom has young Ones before the End 
of May, or Beginning of June: She builds 
in an Orchard, Wood, or Park, where there 
are Plenty of Trees, or on Heaths: Her Neſt 


is not very common to be found; 'tis an or- 


dinary mean Fabrick, made with ſeemingly 
little Art: She lays four or five Eggs, of a 
bluiſh Colour, ſpotted at the biggeſt End with 
large dark brown, and faint reddiſh Spots. 


Of the Young, huw to order them, &c. 
3-3 muſt not take theſe Birds too young; 

let them be well feathered firſt, at leaſt 
twelve, or fourteen Days old; keep them 
warm and clean, feed them every two Hours, 
from Morning until Night, giving them lit- 
tle at a Time: Their Meat muſt be Rape- 
Seed ſoaked in clean Water, eight or ten 
Hours; then ſcalded, ſtrained, and bruiſed, 
mixt with an equal Quantity of white Bread 
ſoaked in fair Water, boiled with a little 


Milk to a thick Conſiſtency : Make but little 
at a Time, but let them have freſh every 


Day, it being apt to ſour in two Days, and 


lach. 


ED - 
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ſuch Meat will ſpoil the Birds: When they 
begin to feed themſelves, break them from 
this ſoft Meat as ſoon as you can; then give 
them Rape and Canary- Seed, the ſame as you 
do the Linnet, but more of the former than 
the latter, If at any Time you perceive them 
out of Order, put a Blade of Saffron in their 


Water; and you may try them with the 
Wood-Lark's Meat, or fine Hemp-Seed, but 


keep moſtly to Rape, with a little Canary- 


Seed mix'd with it. 
You mult remember often to pipe, whiſtle, 
or talk to them, whilſt they are young, what 


you are minded they ſhould learn, and you 


will find them ſoon take it. 

A Bullfinch, at full Growth, is ſix Inches 
long, from Point of Bill to the End of the 
Tail, of which the Tail is two Inches; In 
Weight thirteen Drams. | 


Of the Goldfinch, 


Thich in ſome Places, from its feed- 


—— 


ing in Winter Time on the Seeds of 


Thiſtles, is called Thiſtlefinch. 


The Deſcription and Character. 


T: is every where in England well known, 
and highly eſteemed both for Singing and 
for the Elegancy of its Colours, being cer- 

: tainly 
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tainly the moſt beautiful and fineſt- feathered 
of all Cage Birds: A Ring of curious Scar- 
let-coloured Feathers encompaſſes the Fore- 
part of his Head, or Baſis of the Bill ; and 
4 from the Eyes to the Bill on each Side, is 
* drawn a black Line; the Jaws are white, 
| the Top of the Head black, from which a 
broad black Line is produced on both Sides, 
almoſt to the Neck; the hinder Part of the 
Head is white; the Neck and Fore-part of 
the Back are of a reddiſh Aſh-colour ; the 
Rump, Breaſt, and Sides of the fame, but 
a little paler ; the Belly whitiſh ; the Wings 
and Tail black, only the Tips of the princi- 
pal Feathers in both are white; befides, the 
Wings are adorned with a moſt beautiful 
tranſverſe Stroak of Yellow or Gold-colour, 
I ſhould not have been ſo particular in de- 
ſeribing the Colours of this Bird, but I think 
the great Variety that Nature has painted 
it with, wherein it excels all ſmall Birds, at 
'\ leaſt what are found in theſe Parts of the 
World, make it deſerving of it ; yet by rea- 
ſon of Age, Sex, or other Accidents, the Gold- 
fimch ſometimes varies from theſe Colours. 
They are of a mild and gentle Nature, as 
may even thence appear, that preſently after 
they are caught, without uſing any Art or 
Care, they will fall to their Meat and Drink; 
nor are they ſo affrighted at the Preſence of a 
Man as moſt other Birds are wont to be, nor 
. very 
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very much troubled at their Impriſonment in 
a Cage; for, if they have continued there a 
good while, they like it fo well, that though 
you let them looſe, they will not fly away ; 
but when ſcared, fly directly to their Cage for 
Shelter, as I have proved by Experience. 

They are called in ſome Places, Draw- 
Waters, from their Aptneſs to learn to draw 
their Water when they want to drink, in a 
little Ivory Bucket, faſtened to a ſmall Chain, 
made for that Purpoſe: "Tis a pretty Sight to 
fee with what Dexterity theſe little Creatures 
will pull up their Bucket, drink, and throw it 
down again; and lift up the Lid of a ſmall 
Box, or Bin, with their Bill, to come at their 
Meat, &c. They are wondertully delighted 
with viewing themſelyes in a Glaſs, fixed to 
the Back of their Bucket-Board, where they 
will ſet upon their Perch, pruning and dret- 
ſing themſelves with the greateſt Care imagin- 
able, often looking in the Glaſs, and placing 
every Feather in the niceſt Order; no Lady 
can take greater Pleaſure, or be more nice 
in dreſſing herſelf than this little beautiful 
Bird is in rectifying all Diſorders in his Plume, 
not ſuftering a Feather to lay amils. 

The Goldfinch 1s a long-lived Bird, that 
will ſometimes reach to the Age of twenty 
| Years: Mr. Willoughby makes mention of 
one that lived twenty-three Years. They are 
Birds that fly in Flocks, or Companies; and 
5 2 i when 
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when at Liberty, delights to feed upon the 
Seeds of Thiſtle, Teaſel, Hemp, Dock, &c. 


The Marks of the Cock and Hen. 


HE Feathers on the Ridge of the Wing 
in the Cock are Cole-black, quite up 
to the Shoulder, whereas in the Hen Bird, 
though they appear black, are of a grey, or 
duſky Aſh-colour, when compared to thoſe 
of the Cock: He is browner on the Back 
and Sides of the Breaſt; the Red, Yellow, 
and in ſhort, all his Colours are much brighter 
than thoſe of the Hen: Theſe are conſtant, 
infallible Marks, by which the Cock may be 
known from the Hen, either old or young : 


Beſides, the Hen hath a ſmaller Note, and 
ſings not ſo much. 


The Time, Manner, &c. of building 


their WVeſt. 


HE Golaſinch begins to build in April, 

when the Fruit-Trees are in Bloſſom: 
As they excel all our ſmall Birds in Beauty 
of Feathers, ſo do they likewiſe in Art : 


Their Neſt is not only very ſmall, but ex- 
ceeding pretty; the Outſide conſiſts of very 
fine Moſs, curiouſly inter woven with other 


ſoft 
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ſoft Bedding ; the Inſide lined with delicate 
fine Down, Wool, Sc. She Jays ſix or ſeven 
white Eggs, ſpeck'd and mark'd with a red- 
diſh Brown. To find their Neſt is not very 
eaſy, for they generally build in Fruit-Trees, 
vis. Apple, Pear, Plumb, &c. but moſt com- 
monly in the Apple, pretty high upon the 
Branches, where either the Bloſſom or Leaves 
intercept our Sight; and at ſuch a Time, 
when we cannot come at them without the 
Hazard of damaging the Bloom, or young 
Fruit. I have known theſe Birds very often 
to build in the Elder-Tree; and ſometimes in 
Thorns and Hedges; but not near fo com- 
mon as in Fruit-Trees. 


Of the Young, how to order them, &c. 


HE Goldfinch has ſix or ſeven young 


Ones at a Breeding ; they are tender 
Birds, and therefore ſhould not be taken too 


ſoon; let them be pretty well feathered firſt ; 


they will not be ſullen, like the Young of 


many other Birds, by ſtaying too long in the 


Neſt; when you take them, prepare their 
Meat after this Manner: Soak white Bread 
jn fair Water, ſtrain it, and then boil it with 
a little Milk, till 'tis as thick as Haſty-pud- 
ding, adding to it a little Flour of Canary- 
Seed ; with this Meat feed them every two 


Flours, 
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Hours, or oftner, giving them but little at a 
Time, two or three ſmall Bits only ; begin 
to ſeed them about Sun- riſing, and continue 
after this Manner till Sun- ſetting: Let them 
have freſh Victuals every Day, or every other 
Day at fartheſt; when you have fed them a 
Month, or thereabouts, begin to break them 
from this ſoft Meat, by giving them a little 
Canary-Seed, and ſoft Meat beſides; when 
you find they feed pretty freely upon the 
Seed, keep them conſtantly to. that Diet; tho 
they will eat Hemp-Seed, and ſome other 
Kinds of Seed, yet I never found it agree ſo 
well with them as the Canary. 

If a young Goldfinch be brought up under 
thaCanary-Bird, the Wood-Lark, or any other 
fine ſinging Bird, he will take their Song very 
readily : I am told of a Lady that has one of 
theſe Birds, at this preſent Time, that will 
talk very finely. 

A Cock-Bird, bred from the Neſt, will 
couple with a Hen Canary-Bird, and pro- 
duce a Bird between both Kinds; partaking 
of the Song, and Colours of both. 

The Length of a full-grown Bird, from 
the Tip of his Bill to the End of his Tail, is 
five Inches and a Half; of which the latter 
is two, and the former a little more than Half 
an Inch long ; when in Fleſh the Bird weighs 
about an Ounce. 
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This, as I ſaid before, is a long-lived and 

very healthful Bird, that is ſeldom out of 
Order ; but when I find him droop, I give 
him Saffron in his Water; if he has a Scour- 
ing, crumble a little dry Chalk in his Cage, 
or among his Seed, or ſtick a Bit betwixt the 
Wiers of his Cage, and Gravel at the Bottom, 
and try him with a little Thiſtle-Seed, or o- 
ther Seeds which they delight to feed upon 
when wild: The firſt may be found in the 
great Thiſtle, at the Bottom of a white 
Down. 

Theſe Birds are taken almoſt at any Time 
of the Year, either with Lime-Twigs, or 
the Clap-Net, in great Numbers; the young 
Flight in June, Fuly, or Auguſt; but the 
beſt Time for catching them is about Mi- 
chaelmas: They frequent the Fields where 
the Thiſtle, and thoſe other Seeds grow, as 
mentioned before: They are eaſily caught, 
being of ſo gentle and familiar a Nature, and 
will both feed and fing preſently ; when you 
firſt take them, you may give them Hemp- 
Seed, or ſome of the ſame they love to feed 

upon in the Fields; you may foon bring 
them to feed on the Canary, which 1s more 
wholeſome, and agrees better with them 
than Hemp- Seed. 
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Of the Chathnch. 


The Deſcription and Character. 
HE Chafjinch is a ſtout, hardy, well 


known Bird ; being common almoſt in 
every Tree or Hedge; of the Bigneſs of the 
Bullfinch ; laviſh in his Song, and when 
brought up from the Neſt, or Branchers, 
will ſing fix or ſeven Months in the Year; 
the wild, not above three Months; and 
chiefly in breeding Time. Some of theſe 
Birds prove good and valuable, + but the 
greater Part not worth keeping. 
'Tis a Cuſtom among the Bird-men, when 
they want to learn the Chaffinch a Song, to 
blind him when he is about three or four 
Months old; which is done by cloſing up his 
Eyes with a Wier made almoſt red-hot, be- 
cauſe, as they fay, he will be more atten- 
tive, and learn the better; but I am ſure it 
would be much better neyer to confine them 
in Cages, than purchaſe their Harmony by 
ſuch Uſage, I think it is enough to deprive 
Theſe little innocent Creatures of Liberty for 
our Pleaſure and Entertainment; but to put 
out their Eyes to encreaſe it, is exceedingly * 
barbarous. If what they aſſign for this, is 
true, yet the Practice 1s cruel, and what no 
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one, who has any Tenderneſs in his Nature, 
would ever be guilty of. This poor Bird, 
beſides the Pain of the firſt Operation, and 
what he ſuffers before, to prepare him for it, 
by being kept in Darkneſs till he can find his 
Meat, Sc. and the Miſery that follows for a 
Fortnight or more, is ſometimes tortured a 
ſecond Time, becauſe, perhaps, he has rub- 
bed his Eyes open again, or the Cruelty was 
too favourably perform'd. 


The Marks of the Cock and Hen. 


HE Male of this Kind may be diſtin- 

guiſhed from the Female, at ten or 
twelve Days old; the Difference is very plain, 
if you view them together: I have a Neſt 
of young Ones before me at this Time, of 
that Age; the Cock-Bird has a great deal 
more White in his Wing than the Hen, par- 
ticularly on his Pinnion ; his Breaſt is remark- 
ably redder, and the Feathers of the whole 
Bird of a higher and brighter Colour than 


the Hen's. In an old Bird, the Head of the 


Cock is bluiſh, the Back of a reddiſh Brown, 
with a Mixture of Aſh- colour or Green; the 
Breaſt of a fine Red; and the Belly under 
the Tail white. The Colours of the Hen 
are not ſo bright and lively; her Rump is 
green, Back not to brown, and the Belly not 
red, 
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red, inclines to a dirty Kind of Green; the 
Breaſt is alſo of a duller Colour, more upon 
the Grey. 


The Time and Manner of Building 
their IVeſt, &c. 


HE Chafinch breeds in May, and has 
young Ones the Beginning of that 
Month. She builds near the Top of an bigh 
Hedge, or on the Branches in the Side of a 
Tree: Her Neſt is the prettieſt of all ſmall 
Birds, excepting the Goldfiuch's, which, I 
think, excels it in Beauty: The Outſide is 
green Moſs, ſmall Sticks, withered Graſs, Horſe 
and Cow Hair, Wool, Feathers, &c. the In- 
ſide lined with Feathers, Hair, Wool, Sc. 
making an exceeding ſoft Bed for her Young, 
The Inſide, or Cavity of the Neſt, is an Inch 
and three Quarters deep; the Diameter two 
Inches and a Half; and notwithſtanding the 
Bottom and Sides of this curions Fabrick, 
were near an Inch thick, the whole Weight 
of a compleat Neſt was no more than ſeven 
Drams. Another Neſt, whoſe Dimenſions a- 
greed with this, was two Drams lighter. The 
Bird itſelf, when fully grown, weighs about 
fourteen Drams : Its Length from the End of 


the Bill, to the End of the Tail, is fix Inches; 
of which the latter is two and a Half long. 


She 
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She lays uſually four Eggs, but ſometimes 
five, of a whitiſh Colour, ſpotted with a few 
large reddiſh brown Spots, with a few ſmall 


Specks and Streaks at the biggeſt End, of the 
ſame Colour, 


Of the Young, how to order them, &c. 


HE Chafinch has commonly but four 

young Ones at a Breeding ; you may 
take them when they are about ten Days old, 
and feed them as you do the Golafincb or 
Linnet; they are hardy Birds, that may be 
eaſily raiſed : And when they are out of Or- 
der, apply the ſame Things as you do to 
thoſe Birds when fick. 

Theſe Birds are taken with Clap-Nets in 
great Plenty, in June and July, eſpecially 
the young Flight, which we call Branchers, 
when they come to drink at their Watering- 
Place, &c. therefore tis hardly worth the 
Trouble of bringing them "2 the Net, 
though ſome that are bred under the ſweet 


Song Chaffinch, ſometimes prove very good 
Birds, - 


Of 
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Of the Greenfinch, 


Green-Linnet, or, as it is commonly 


called, the Green-Bird. 


The Deſcri tion and Character. 


T is a little bigger than the Chafinch, of 

a ſtrong, hardy Nature : They, are fre- 
quently kept in Cages, but not muctFEſteemed 
for Singing ; they are more valued for their 
learning to ring the Bells in a Cage con- 
trived for that Purpoſe: Tho' ſome of them, 
if brought up from the Neſt, will learn to 
pipe, whiſtle, and the Song of molt other 
Birds. 

At the Beginning of Winter, and in hard 
Weather, they gather in Flocks, and may be 
taken with the C/ap-Nets in great Numbers. 


The Marks of the Cock and Hen. 


IS Head and Back are green, the Edges 

of the Feathers greyiſh ; and the Mid- 
dle of the Back hath ſomething of a Cheſnut- 
Colour intermix'd : The Fore-part of his Head, 
Neck, and Breaſt, quite down to his Belly, 
and Rump, are of a deep yellowiſh Green; 
the lower Belly inclining to whitiſh : . The 
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7 of the outermoſt Quill-Feathers of 
he Wings are of an elegant Yellow ; and the 
Feathers along the Ridge of the Wing, are 
of a lovely Yellow likewiſe. The Colours of 
the Hen are not ſo bright and lively; and on 
the Breaſt and Back hath oblong duſky Spots; 
where the Cock is of a fine Yellow, her Co- 
lours are of a ſordid Green. The young 
Cock-Birds, as ſoon as they are feathered, 
may be known from Hens, by the ſame 
Brightneſs in their Colours. 


The Time and Manner of their Build- 


27 . 
| the Middle of May. She builds in 
Hedges, and makes a large Neſt ; the out- 
moſt Part of which conſiſts of Hay, Gratis, 
Stubble, Sc. The Middle of Moſs; the in- 
moſt, on which the Eggs lie, of Feathers, 
Wool, Hair, &c. ſoft and pretty. She lays 
five or ſix Eggs, of a very faint green Colour, 
ſprinkled with ſmall reddiſh Spots, eſpecially 
at the blunt End, The Inſide was an Inch 
and a Quarter deep, and four wide; the 
whole Compoſition weighed eleven Drams ; 
another Neſt I examined at the ſame Time, 


differed not in Weight quite half a Dram, 


and had Dimenſions equal likewiſe. The 
Bird, from the End of his Bill to-the End of 


HE Green-Bird has young Ones about 
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the Tail, is fix Inches and a Half; the Bill 
is half an Inch; and the Tail two and a 
Quarter, Its Weight i is about ſixteen Drams. 


Of the Young, how to order them, &c. 


HE has five or ſix young Ones at a Breed- 
ing; they may be taken at ten Days old, 

and brought up with the ſame Food and 
Management as Linnets, or other Birds of the 
Finch Kind; they are not very tender, only 
keep them clean, and there is no Fear but 
they will thrive. And after all, I cannot re- 
commend them for pleaſant Cage Birds. If 
you regard his Colours, he is as finely fea- 
thered as moſt Birds; and in an Aviary makes 
as pretty a Show as the beſt of them. 

He is ſeldom fick ; but when he is, give 


him what you give Linnets or Chaffnches. 


Of the common Linnet. 


The Deſcription and Character. 


OR the Sweetneſs of its Singing, the 
Linnet is ſo much eſteemed, that by 
many Perſons, he 1s thought to excel all ſmall 
Birds: He has certainly a curious fine Note, 
little inferior to the beſt of Birds; he may 
be taught likewiſe to pipe, whiſtle, or the 


Son 
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Song of any other fine Bird; but as his own 
is ſo good, that Trouble is unneceſſary; the 
natural Note of any fine Song Bird, to my 
Fancy, is ever to be preferred ; but where the 
Bird has but an indifferent Song of his own, 
then to learn him to pipe, whiſtle, &c. is 
pleaſant, and well worth the Trouble. He 
is pretty apt in Learning, if you bring him up 
from the Neſt, and will take the Wood-Lark's 
Song to Perfection, or that of Canary Birds. 


The Marks of the Cock and Hen. 


OU may know the Cock-Bird, either old 
or young, by theſe two Marks; firſt, the 
Feathers on his Back are much browner than 


thoſe of the Hen ; ſecond, by the White of 


his Wing. Take your Linnet, when the Wing- 
Feathers are grown, and ſtretch out his Wing, 
holding his Body faſt with the other Hand, 
and then obſerve the White upon three or 
four Feathers; if it appears clear and bright, 
and reaches up to the Quills, it is a ſure 
Sign of a Cock-Bird ; for the White in the 
Wing of the Hen is much leſs, and fainter. 


The Time and Manner of their Build- 


þ 6+; Linnet has young Ones by the End 
of April, or Beginning of May; builds 
commonly in a thick Buſh or Hedge; I have 
ſeen her in both black and white Thorn; ſhe 

likewiſe 
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likewiſe builds among Furze-Buſhes, &c. 
making a ſmall pretty Neſt : The Outſide of 
Bents, dry'd Weeds, and other ſtubby: Mat- 
ter; and the Bottom all matted together: 
The Inſide of fine ſoft Wool, or Cotton, 
mixed with downy Stuff gathered from dry'd_ 
Plants, with a few Horſe Hairs, exceeding 
neat and warm. The Cavity of this Neſt 
was one Inch deep; Diameter three Inches, 
and the Weight five Drams. The Neſt here 
deſcribed, was taken with young Ones in a 
Furze, May the ninth, this preſent Year. I 
believe the Neſt which the Linnet builds in 
a Hedge, differs from this in the Materials; I 
had not an Opportunity now of examining 
both. She lays either four or five white Eggs, 
with fine red Specks, eſpecially at the blunt 
End. The Bird, including Bill and Tail, is 
five Inches and a Half long, of which the 
former is Half an Inch, the latter two and a 


Quarter; in Weight ten Drams. 


Of the Young, how to order them, &C. 


HE Linnet has four or five young Ones 

at a Breeding ; they may be taken at 

ten Days old, or ſooner ; they will learn the 
Song of another Bird the better for being 
took young; but be ſure to keep them very 
warm, and feed them once in two Hours, 


F from 
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from ſix in the Morning, till ſix or ſeven at 
Night: Prepare their Meat as was directed by 
the Bullfinch, viz. Rape-Seed ſoaked in Water 
eight or ten Hours; then ſcalded, ſtrained, 
and bruiſed, mingled with an equal Quantity 
of white Bread, ſoaked in fair Water, ſtrained 
and boiled with a little Milk, as I faid before, 
to a thick Conſiſtency ; let them have freſh 
every Day, becauſe four Meat will fling the 


Birds into a Scouring, which often brings 


Death; when they begin to feed themſelves, 


ſet ſcalded Rape-Seed in their Cages, to wean 
them from the Bread and Milk as ſoon as poſ- 
ſible, becauſe, ſometimes feeding too long up- 
on ſoft Food, will make them rotten : It will 
be a Month or ſix Weeks before they will 
be able to crack their Seeds, and live entirel 
upon hard Meat. In the mean While, for 
Change of Diet, you may give them ſome 
of the WYood-Lark's, or other Birds Victuals. 
There are other Sorts of Food made uſe of 
in bringing up young Linnets, but this is 
proved to anſwer as well as any. 


The Linnet's Diſeaſes and their Cures. 


HIS is a very healthful Bird; I have 
known them kept many Years with- 
out ailing any Thing: But ſometimes he is 
troubled with Melancholy, occaſioned from a 
Swelling at the End of his Rump, which, 


if 


| 
| 
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if ripe, you may with a Needle let out the 
Corruption, and anoint the Part with the 
Ointment made of freſh Butter and Capons 
Greaſe, and feed him for two or three Days 
with the Seeds and Leaves of Lettice, or 
Beets, or the Seeds of Melon chopt in Picces, 
which he will eat very greedily ; and when 
you find him to mend, take the Melon Seeds, 
&c. away, and give him his old Diet again : 

You may put into his Water a Blade of Saf⸗ 
tron, and white Sugar-Candy for a Week or 
more, till you perceive the Bird to be entirely 
recovered. 

The Diſeaſe this Bird is moſt troubled with, 
is a Scouring, occaſioned by bad Seeds, and 
many Times for Want of Water. There are 
three Sorts of this Diſtemper; the firſt very 
thin, and with a black Subſtance in the Mid- 
dle, which is not very dangerous. The ſe- 
cond 1s between a Black and a White, but 
not ſo thin as the other, but very clammy 
and ſticking; this is worſe than the former. 
It is recovered by giving the Bird ſome Me- 
lon-Seed ſhred ; Lettice-Seeds, and Beet-Seeds 
bruiſed; and in his Water put Liquorice or 
Saffron. The third and worſt Sort of Scour- 
ing is the white clammy, which 1s dange- 
rous and mortal, if not looked after in Time. 
For this, give him firſt Flax-Seeds, taking 
— all other Seeds; then give him Plan- 
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tain-Seeds, if green, otherwiſe they will do 
him no Good : For Want of Plantain-Seeds, 
give him ſome of the Leaves ſhred ſmall, 
a little bruiſed Hemp-Seed ; putting into 
Water, as before, Sugar-Candy, Liquorice, or 
a Blade or two of Saffron : You may give the 
Bird now and then a ſmall Matter of ſeeded 
Chick-Weed, and a little Chalk. You muſt 
be diligent at the firſt to obſerve him when 
he is ſick, that ſo he may have a Stomach to 
eat: For this third and worſt Sort of Scour- 
ing, if it be not taken at the firſt Appearance, 
it immediately cauſeth him to droop, and in 
two or three Days his Stomach will be quite 
gone, and then all Medicines are uſeleſs. 
Linnets are taken with Clap-Nets in June, 
July and Auguſt; and likewiſe Flight-Birds 
about Michaelmas in great Plenty, by laying 
the Nets near where the Birds come to drink, 
or feed, or any Spot of Ground they fre- 
quent, | | 
As you catch the Birds, put them into 
what you call a ſtore Cage, made for that 
Uſe, and give them ſome of the fame Seed 
you find them feeding upon, and put into 
the Cage likewiſe fine Hemp-Sced ground or 
bruiſed ; feed them after this Manner for 
two or three Days, ſetting them where they 
will. not be diſturbed, and they will ſoon 


grow tame; then you may cage them fingle, 


in 
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in Back Cages, or any other, not too big; 
and feed them with Rape and Canary-Seed, 


which agrees the beſt with them of any 
Seed. 


Of the I wite. 


. The Deſcription and Character. 


HE Trwvite is in Colour and Make 
ſomething like the Linnet, but leſs ; 
he has a very ſhort Bill, and dark, or black- 
iſh Legs; the Cock has a curious red Spot 
upon his Rump, which the Hen hath not. 


'Tis a Bird vaſtly briſk and merry, that's al- | 


ways a ſinging, therefore they hang him a- 
mong other Birds to provoke them to ſing. 
They do not breed in England, that I know 
of, but come here in Winter, and go awa 
again in the Spring; but what Place they 


come from, or whither they go, to us is un- 
known : The Bird-catchers take them as they 


do Linnets, &c. They eat Rape and Canary- 
Seed, but love the Canary beſt: Tis a pretty 
familiar, gentle-natur'd Bird, well worth 
keeping. 

I am juſt now told by a Gentleman, curi- 
ous in ſuch Enquiries, that the TWwte is com- 
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mon in ſome Parts of France, and is called 
there by a Name, which with us ſignifies the 
leſſer Linnet; and that its Egg is like the 
Egg of that Bird, but leſs. 


1— 


Of the Sky-Lark. 


The Deſcription and Character. 


HE Cock Sky-Lark is as good a Song- 
Bird as moſt this Land produces: He 
is vaſtly ſtout and laviſh in his Song; but 
thought by ſome People, too loud and harſh. 


I muſt own, tho' he has a great many fine 


a a Notes, they are not ſo melodious as the //ood- 


Lark's, which in Variety and Softneſs much 
excels him, and to my Fancy, all ſmall Birds, 
without Exception ; but that valuable Bird is 
exceeding tender, very ſubject to the Cramp 
and other Diſeaſes, that he can be kept but a 
ſhort Time in a Cage; two or three Years 
we count a great while: I don't deny but 
ſometimes they, reach beyond that Date; yet 
the far greater Number make their Period a 
great deal ſooner; whereas the Sky-Lark is a 

long-liv'd, healthful Bird, that will reach 
fifteen or twenty Years; I have heard of 
| ſeveral which have lived to that Age, and 
2 y ſung 
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ſung ſtoutly all that Time; therefore, con- 
ſidering the Statelineſs and Beauty of this 
Bird; his great Freeneſs in ſinging his plea- 
ſant harmonious Notes, for at leaſt eight 
Months in the Year, and the Time he may 
be kept in a Cage, with Care, 1s highly de- 
ſerving of the Character I have given him, 
and worthy the.Eſteem of all Lovers of Birds. 


If you can bring a young one up under ſome 


fine Song-Lark, 'tis a Way to have a very va- 
luable Bird; but if you ſuffer him to hear 
other Birds, he will be apt to take their 
Notes, whether good or bad, to which no 
Bird is more ſubject. 


To know the Cock from the Hen. 


O diſtinguiſh one from the other in this 


Kind, is no eaſy Matter; and about 
which there are various Opinions, but hardly 


one that can be depended 5 They ſay, | 


the Bird that ſets up his Feathers on his 
Crown, is certainly a Cock; and that the 
longeſt Heel Bird is another ſure Sign, and 
ſome ſay, by two white Feathers in the Tail: 
This is all but gueſs Work, that ſometimes 
proves right, and ſometimes wrong. I am 
told, the biggeſt and longeſt bodied Bird never 
fails of proving a Cock; I can't fay that I 
ever made the Obſervation mylelf, nor do 1 

pretend 
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pretend to know a Cock Bird of this Kind 


till he is about a Month old; when he will 
begin to record his Notes very diſtinctly, like 
an old Bird, but low and inwardly ; if you 
hear him do that, you can't well be deceived, 
When they are grown up, and fully feather- 
ed, that general Remark, in ſome Meaſure 
will hold good, that the higheſt coloured Bird 
is the Cock; for whoever obſerves them to- 
gether, may perceive the Cock-Lark to be 
ſoinething browner upon the Back ; of a more 
 yellowith Caſt on the Throat and Breaſt, and 
the Feathers whiter upon the Belly. 


The Time and Manner of building 
their Neſt, &c. 


HE Sky-Lark has young Ones by the 
End of April, or Beginning of May. 
She builds her Neſt, ſuch as it is, for ſhe 
uſes but very little Stuff about it, only with 
a few Bents, or ſuch like Materials, always 


upon the Ground, or in a Hole made by the 


Foot of a Horſe, the Wheel of a Cart, &c. 
either in Corn-Fields of any Sort, or in Paſ- 
ture of any Kind; and lays four or five 
brown Eggs, almoſt the Colour of a Clod of 
Earth, thickly ſpeck'd, as the Figure repre- 
ſents, with browniſh Specks. 
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Of the Young, huw to order them, &c. 


HESE Birds muſt be taken when a- 

bout ten Days old; if you let them 
alone longer, you run a great Hazard of loſe- 
ing them; I have known them quit their 
Neſt in ſeven or eight Days, when they have 
been diſturbed, eſpecially it the old Ones ſee 
you look at their Young, they will then in- 
tice them away of a ſudden; and in rainy 
Weather, cis ſurprizing to ſee how young 
they will leave their Nett ; I have been diſap- 
pointed at ſuch a Time, when I thought it 
almoſt impoſſible for them to get away ; one 
would naturally think the Neſt to be the beſt, 
and ſafeſt Place for them in ſuch Weather ; 
but ſo it is, I have remark'd it often, that 
the Young of moſt, if not all Kinds of Birds, 
are nouriſhed more, their Feathers grow faſt- 
er, and ſooner fly, or quit their Neſts in wet, 
than in dry Weather. 

When you have taken a Neſt of Young, 
put them into a little Baſket with ſome ſhort. 
clean Hay at the Bottom, cover and tie them 
down cloſe and warm, and feed them with 
white Bread and Milk boil'd thick, mixed 
with about a third Part of Rape-Sz2cd, ſoak'd, 
boil'd and bruiſed: Some bring them up with 
Sheep's Heart minced very fine, or other 
Fleſh Meat; I cannot too often repeat the 
8 Care 
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Care that is neceſſary in bringing up young 
Birds, in keeping them clean, feeding them 
regularly once in about two Hours, from 
Morning till Night, with freſh and wholſome 
Food, as the principal Means of preſerving 
them: Ina Week's Time you may cage them 
in a large Cage, putting ſome Hay cut pretty 
ſhort, or coarſe Bran at the Bottom, turning 
or ſhifting it every Day ; order them after this 
Manner till they can feed themſelves with 
dry Meat, vz. Bread, Egg, and Hemp-Seed, 
which they will do in about three Weeks or 
a Month. Remember to boil your Egg very 
hard, chop it fine, and mix it with an equal 
Quantity of Ilemp- Seed, bruiſed while the 
Birds are young, but when they are able to 
crack the Sced, give it them whole, and a 
little Bread orated among it, You may then 
tet them have a freſh Turf of Graſs once or 
twice a Weck, and fitt ſome tine dry Gravel 
at the Bottom of the Cage, ſhifting it often, 
that it may not clog their Feet : For Change 
of Diet, you may lometimes give them a lit- 
tle of the Fiſh Meat, After they have done 
Noulung, you may give them Bread, Egg, 
and whole Hemp Seed every other Day, 55 
a freſh 'Tyif ence a Week. As the Birds a 
of an haidy N aturc, this careful Manage- 
ment will preterve them many Years, 
This Bird at full Growth is ſix Inches and 
a Quarter long ; of which the Tail is three 
- Inches, 
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Inches, and the Bill three Quarters of an 
Inch. When in Fleſh it weighs about ar 
Ounce and Half. 

The Sky-Lark, as mentioned before, ſel- 
dom ails any Thing, but if you perceive him 
at any Time to ſcour, dung looſe, grate z 
ſmall Matter of old Cheeſe among his Victu- 
als, or give him three or four Wood-Lice in 
a Day, or a Spider or two, and in his Water 
a little Saffron, or Liquorice ; theſe are the 
beſt Things that I can recommend ; and what 
will relieve him, tho' he won't often ſtand 
in Need of any Thing more than good Meat 
and Drink, clean Gravel, and a freſh Turf. 


Several Ways of catching Sky-Larks, 


To take Puſhets. 


HIEY are Birds which have left their 

Neſt three or four Days: To take 
them, you muſt watch in ſome convenient 
Place, as much out of the old One's Sight as 
poſlible ; either ſtand cloſe in a Heds ge, or 
lie down in the Field, G. and vou will pre- 
tently fee them bring Moat to feed their 
Young ; which, as ſoon as the y perccive, and 
obſerve them to "hover init over the Graſs, Ge. 
and drop down on a ſudden, run in upon 
them as faſt as vou can, where you will ge- 
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nerally find the young Birds; if you miſs 


them, ſearch narrowly about, for they will 
creep into ſome Hole and lie cloſe, or in a 
large Turf of Graſs, &c. ſometimes they wall 
run away among the Graſs or Corn, exceed- 
ing faſt; when they do that, you can very 
ſeldom catch any: You muſt wait for the old 
Ones bringing them Meat again, but don't 
run in the firſt Time, fee if they come two 
or three Times with Meat, and ſettle at the 
ſame Place, if at difterent Places, and at lit- 
tle Diſtances from each other, then you ma 


be ſure the young Ones have ſtraggled in the 


Fright, and are at thoſe difterent Places ; you 
may then run in where you judge they are 
by the conſtant coming of, the old Birds, 
which will find them out, and ſoon get them 
together again. 

When you take any of theſe Birds, put 
them in a large Cage with Hay or coarſe Bran 
at the Bottom, and feed and order them as 
you do the Neſtling. If you find them ſul- 
len, that they won't eat, you muſt for a little 
While cram them with Sheep's Heart, Sc. 
they will ſoon come too. Theſe Birds gene- 


rally prove as good, or better than thoſe 
raiſed from the Net, 


To 
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To take Branchers. 


E call all thoſe young Birds by that 

Name that were bred, and fiew that 
Year, about two or three Months old, before 
they have moulted their neſtling Feathers ; 
what are taken at that Age, before they be- 
gin to moult, are very good, little inferior to 
the Neſtlings, but after they have moulted, 
or in moult when taken, ſeldom prove good 
Birds, 

The Time for taking Branchers is in Tune 
or July, with a Hawk, and a Net of about 
eleven or twelve Yards long, and three or 
four broad, with a Line run through the 
Middle of it. There muſt be two Perſons, 
one to carry the Hawk, the other to take hold 
of one End of the Line; and when you find 
where Larks lie, get as near to them as you 
can, then hold your Hawk up upon your 
Hand, making him hover his Wings, which 
when they perceive him, will lie very cloſe 
to the Ground; then let one take hold at one 
End of the Line, and another hold of the 
other End, till you come at the Place where 
they are, holding you Har up as you go; 
at the Sight of which, they will lie ſo cloſe 
that you may very eaſily draw your Net over 
them, When you have taken them, give 
them Bread, Egg, and bruiicd Hemp-Sced ; 

put 
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put in the Bottom of the Cage red Sand, 
and ſtrew them a little Meat in the Cage for 
two or three Days, and they will preſently 
become tame. 

Sky-Larks are taken in Flight with Clap- 
Nets in great Numbers, In ſome Places they 
take them with a Glaſs, called a, Larking- 
Glaſs; this they uſe of a Sun-ſhiny Day, and 
makes great Havock amongſt theſe Birds: But 
the moſt deſtructive Way is in the dark Nights 
with a Net called a Trammel; tis a very mur- 
dering Net, taking all Sorts of Birds that it 
comes near, as Partridges, Quails, &c. Larks 
are enſnared likewiſe with a Nooſe made with 
two Horſe Hairs twiſted together, which 
catches them by their Neck or Legs. This 
Way 1s praQtifed when the Ground 1s covered 
with a deep Snow. 


0 
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Of the Wood-Lark. 


The Deſcription aud Character. 


IIIS Bird is univerſally admired for 

his great Variety of ſoft and delight- 

ful Notes, that in the Opinion of moſt Peo- 
ple, he is the beſt Song-Bird found in this 
Kingdom: He is not only, as fome have ſaid, 
1 com- 


Hood-Lork, Cock, Sen, and Egg. 
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comparable to the Nightingale for Singing, 
but in my Judgment, deſerving to be pre- 
ſerred before that excellent Bird; and if he 
be hung in the fame Room, will ſtrive with 
him for the Maſtery ; as likewiſe it ſometimes 
happens in the Woods, where there is a ſtron 
Contention between theſe two charming Cho- 
riſters to excel and out-do each other, 

He is of great Beauty, both in Shape and 
Plume: His Breaſt and Belly are of a pale 
yellowiſh Hair Colour, faintly ſpotted with 
Black ; the Back and Head are party-Cco- 
loured of Black and reddiſh Yellow, a white 
Line encompaſſing the Head from Eye to 
Eye, like a Crown, or Wreath, It is ſome- 
thing leſſer, and ſhorter bodied than the com- 
mon Shy-Lark, and ſets upon Trees, which 


5 that Bird ſeldom or never does. 


The Marks cf the Cock and Hen. 


E is known by his Size, the biggeſt 

and longeſt bodied Bird generally 
proving a Cock; and by the Largeneſs and 
Length of his Call; the tall Walking of the 
Bird about the Cage; and at Evenings the 
i of his Note, which we call Cud- 
ling, he were going to Rooſt. Other 
Matte are by the Length of his Heel, the 
Largeneſs of bis Wing, and by his ſetting up 


the 


cannot give any certain Notes to know the 
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the Crown upon his Head: Some will tell 
you, that theſe are certain Signs of its being 
a Cock; yet they do not always prove true: 
But if you hear him ſing ſtrong, you cannot 
be deceived, for the Hen Bird will ſing but 
little. The Uſe of this is chiefly to know 
thoſe Birds that are taken at Flight-Time ; 
becauſe thoſe taken at other Seaſons, ſing 
ſoon after they are taken, or not at all. I 


Cock from the Hen, whilſt Neſtlings ; unleſs 
it be by that general Remark, that the higheſt 
coloured Bird always proves a Cock, and that 
the biggeſt, and longeſt bodied, and other 
Marks before mentioned, will hold good in 
ſuch young Birds, as well as thoſe that are 
full-feathered. This Particular indeed 1s not 
very material, becauſe ſo few are brought up | 
from the Neſt ; it being very difficult, with F 

the utmoſt Care that can be taken, to raiſe | 
them ; either the Cramp, or Scouring kills 

them; or they die in Moulting. 


The Time and Manner of their Build- 
ing, XC. 
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FE is a very tender Bird, and yet breeds 

$ carly in the Spring, as ſoon as the Black- 
Bird, or eum other; the young Birds being 
ready tn fly by the Middle of March. Tiley ©, 
build at the Pow of a Buſh or a Hedge, or 
11 


28 > 


reer VU _ RYU wo 


Ss 
* 
n 


Engliſh Sincinc-Bigps. 49 


in Lays where the Graſs is rank and dry, un- 
der ſome Turf to ſhelter them from the Wea- 
ther. Their Neſt is made of withered Grals, 
fibrous Roots, and other ſuch like Matter, 
with a few Horſe Hairs within Side at the 


Bottom, being a ſmall, and very 1nd! ferent 


Fabrick ; it has hardly any Hollow or Sides, 
the Bottom was almoſt upon a Level with 
the Top: The whole Compoſition did not 
weigh a Quarter of an Ounce : The Weight 
of _ Bird a little above an Ounce; its 
Length fix Inches, of which the Bill is ſome- 
thing above Half an Inch, and the Tail two 
Inches. She lays four Eggs of a pale Bloom 
Colour, beautifully motled and clouded with 
Red, Yellow, Sc. 


Of the Young, how to order them, &c. 


HE Wood-Lark, as I ſaid before, breeds 
very early in the Spring; her young 
Ones are tender Birds, and generally four in 
Number: If you are minded to bring them 
up from the Neſt, which you will find ex- 
ceeding difficult to do, don't take them too 
ſoon, not before they are well feathered ; be- 
cauſe, when they are too young, they are 
more ſubje&t to the Cramp and Scouring, 
which commonly kills them : Pat them into 
a Baſket with a little Hay at the Bottom, or 
ſome ſuch Thing, w here they may lie clean 
and 
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and warm, tying them cloſe down: Feed 
them with Sheep's Heart, or other lean Fleſh 
Meat raw, mixt with a hard boil'd Egg, a lit- 
tle Bread, and Hemp-Seed bruiſed or ground, 
all chop'd together as fine as it is poſſible to 
do it, and made a little moiſt with clean Wa- 
ter: Every two Hours, or oftner, give them 
five or fix ſmall Bits, taking great Care never 
to overload their tender Stomachs. Let not 
their Meat be too ſtale, dry, mouldy or ſour ; 
for your Birds ſo fed, whether old or young, 
will never thrive. 

The wild Ones feed upon Beetles, Caterpil- 
lars, and other Inſects; likewiſe upon Seeds. 

The Wood-Lark, as if ſenſible of his own 
melodious Song, will take from no other, un- 
leſs brought up from: the Neſt ; then he may 
be taught the Song of another Bird, 


The Seaſons for catching Wood-Larks 
with Mets, and how to order them. 


IRST, Branchers, which are Birds that 


were hatched that Spring, are taken in 
June and July, with a Net and a Hawk, 
after the fame Manner as I told you they took 
9ky-Larks. You may find theſe Birds har- 
bouring about Gravel-Pits, upon Heath and 
common Land, and in Paſture Fields, For 
Fear of the Hau, they will lie ſo cloſe, that 
| ſome- 
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ſometimes they ſuffer themſelves to be took up 
with the Hand. Theſe Birds ſoon grow tame. 
The next Seaſon 1s for Michaelmas Birds, 
which are taken with Clap-Nets in great 
Numbers in September, and are counted bet- 
ter Birds than what are catched at any other 
Time of the Year, becauſe keeping them all 
the Winter, makes them more tame than 
Birds catch'd in Fanuary or February, and 
will ſing longer, eight or nine Months in the 
Year. HYood-Larks, at this Time, commonly 
fly very high, therefore the higheſt Ground 
is uſually choſe to lay the Nets upon, like- 
wiſe in a Cart-Way, or where a Spot of Earth 
is freſh turned up; or ſometimes you may 
turn it up on Purpoſe. 

A third Seaſon for taking Word-Larks is in 
January; what are caught at that Time, are 
very ſtout good Birds, and will ſing in a few 
Days after they are taken, both ſtouter and 
louder than one taken in September, but not 
ſing ſo many Months: Theſe are catch'd with 
the Clap-Net likewiſe, as they are at Michael- 
mas; and are found at that Time of the Year, 
lying near a Wood-Side in Paſture Ground, 
where the Sun riſes. 

Wood-Larks are ſometimes taken when they 
are match'd with their Hen, which, I think, 1s 
wrong; they ſhould by no Means be diſturb- 
ed in breeding Time, or when they are pre- 
paring for it: The End of January ought to 
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be the lateſt Time for taking theſe Birds, be- 
cauſe they are early breeding Birds, that if 
the Weather be mild, couple at that Time, 
or ſoon after; beſides, the Bird taken then is 
worth very little; 'tis true, he will fing almoſt 
as ſoon as you have him, by reaſon of his 
Rankneſs in accompanying with the Hen, but 
will ſoon fall off from his Song, and you hear 
but little more from him all that Summer. 

All the Weood-Larks taken at different Sea- 
ſons, muſt be fed alike with Hemp-Seed 
bruiſed very fine, and mixed with Bread and 
Egg hard boil'd and grated, or chop'd as 
ſmall as poſſible. When he 1s firſt taken, he 
will be ſhy for a little Time; you muſt fift 
fine red Gravel in the Bottom of his Cage, 
and ſcatter ſome of his Meat upon it, which 
will intice him to eat ſooner than out of his 
Trough ; you may leave that off when you 
find he eats out of the latter freely. 

In a great Meaſure, order his Diet as the 
Sky-Lark's; give him no Turf of Graſs, but 
often fine red Gravel in his Cage; and when 
not well, inſtead of that, put Mould full of 
Ants, which is the moſt agreeable Live-food 
you can give him. Or give him Meal- Worms, 
or Hog-Lice, not more than two or three a 
Day: And let him have a little Saffron or Li- 
quorice ſometimes in his Water, If he ſhould 
icour, grate Chalk or Cheeſe among his Meat, 
and amongſt his Gravel likewiſe: He will eat 
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any Kind of Fleſh Meat minced fine, and 


ordered as before for ſome other Birds, which 
you may now and then let him have for 
Change of Diet, always leaving ſome of his 
conſtant Meat in the Cage at the ſame Time, 
that he may eat which he will. 

An uncommon Care ſhould be taken of 
preſerving this fine Bird, becauſe he is ſo very 


tender, in often ſhifting his Gravel, Victuals, 
Water, Tc. 


— — — 


Of the Tit-Lark. 


The Deſcription and Character. 


HIS Bird is leſs than the Shv-Lark, 
about the Bigneſs of the Nightingale ; 

very handſome ſhap'd, and finely feathered; 
that in Beauty few Birds excel him: He fings 
moſt like the Canary-Bird of any whatſo- 
ever, whiſking, curring, chewing, &c. but his 
Song is ſhort, and hath no Variety in it. 
Sometimes indeed a Cock Tit-Lark proves a 
very fine Song-Bird, but 'tis very rare, and 
the beſt of them ng but four or live Months 
in the Year. | 
He comes with the Nightingale, debt the 
End of Mgrch, and goes about the Begin- 
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ning of September. Before his going away, 
he is apt to grow fat like the Nightingale: He 
is a hardy Bird, and long-lived; if preſerved 
with Care, not ſubject to Colds or Cramps. 


The Marks of the Cock and Hen. 


N this Kind the Cock is all over more 

yellow than the Hen, but eſpecially un- 
der the Throat, on the Breaſt, Legs, and 
Soals of the Feet. In Neſtlings, they can't 
well be diſtinguiſhed by their Colours, there- 
fore muſt wait till you hear them begin to 
record their Song, which is the ſureſt Sign of 
a Cock-Bird. 


Of their Weſt, &c. 


HEY build amongſt Graſs, or in the 

Corn Fields; her Neſt is ſmall, pretty 
much like the }o2d-Lark's : She lays five or 
fix Eggs of a dark brown Colour; and has 
young Ones fit to take towards the End of 
May. | 
They may be brought up with the ſame 
| Meat and Management as young Wood-Laręs 
or Nightingales : But I think it hardly worth 
the Trouble, becauſe ſo many are taken, 


when they firſt come to viſit our Part of the 
| o 


7 9 1 1 * Tas 8 1 — ond a © 


—— — 
44.40 — 


ww 


2 
WS 
44 72 
1 

* 


N 
* 


- 
4 


% 
* 


n 
8 
* 4 


2 \ «» 
IuagedS Sd D d; Wa 
__ * * SS.. 
1 8 — VEN a 
— e des 
SITY 
— + 


— 


1 
2 


+» >> 
— 


— 


. | 
Molin ed Rreagt, lock, Hen, and & g. 


* 


* * 2 . _— — Se 3 1 „ * * 


Engliſh 8 IN GINOG- BIRDS. 55 


World, both with Clap-Nets, and Lime- 
Twigs, as they catch Linnets, Golgfinches, &c. 
When you firſt take them, tie the Ends of 
their Wings with Thread, to prevent their 
fluttering and beating themſelves againſt the 
Cage, and they will ſoon grow tame. Feed 
them as you do the Wood or Sky-Lark: At 
firſt give them Hemp-Seed and Bread, made 
very fine and mixed together ; likewiſe Ants 
Mould in their Cage, Meal-Worms, c. ftrew 
their Victuals about their Cage to allure them 
to eat, and in three or four Days they will 
take it freely enough; and will ſing in about 
a Week's Time. Cage them ſingle, in a Cage 


ſomething cloſer than the common Heood- 
Lark's, 


— * — 


Of the Robin-Red-Breaſt. 


The Deſeription and Character. 


HIS Bird, denominated from its red 

Breaſt, is fo well known in almoſt all 
Countries, that it needs no long Deſcription. 
It is by many Perſons eſteemed little inferior 
to the Nightingale; the Cock has a ſweet 
melodious Song, ſo free and ſhrill, that very 
few- Birds can equal him. 


In 
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In the Winter-Time, when there is a Scar- 
city of Meat abroad, to ſeek its Food, will 
enter into Houſes with much Confidence, be- 


ing a very bold Bird, ſociable and familiar 


with Man : But in the Summer, when there 
is Plenty of Food in the Woods, and it is 


not pinched with Cold, will withdraw itſelf | 


into the moſt deſert Places, being a ſolitary 
Bird, that loves to feed fingly ; and lives upon 
Worms and other Inſects, Ants, and their 
Eggs, Crums of Bread, Ec. notwithſtanding 
theſe Birds are ſaid to withdraw from Houſes 
into the Woods in Summer- Time, as indeed 
ſome of them do, yet are there a great many 
that breed and harbour about Farm-Vards, 
and Out-Houſes all the Year round, 


The Marks of the Cock and Hen. 


I E Cock may be known by his Breaſt, 


being of a deeper Red than the Hen's, 
and the Red going up farther upon the Head; 


and ſome ſay, by the Colour of his Legs, 


which are darker, and by certain Hairs which 
grow on each Side of his Bill. His bright red 


Breaſt is a Mark that may be depended upon ; 
the other do not always anſwer. The Cock 
is likewiſe of a darker Olive-Colour upon f the 


upper Surface of his whole Body. 


The 
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The Time and Manner of Building 
their Meſt, &c. © 8 


HE Robin has young Ones by the End 

of April or Beginning of May. She 
builds in a Barn, or Out-houſe ; ſometimes 
in a Bank or Hedge; and likewiſe in the 
Woods : Her Neſt is made with coarſe Mate- 
rials; the Outſide of dry green Moſs, inter- 
mixed with coarſe Wool, ſmall dry'd Sticks, 
Straws, dry'd Leaves, Peelings from young 
Trees, and other dry'd Stuff; with a few 
Horſe Hairs within Side : It had a very little 
Hollow, hardly an Inch deep, and about 
three wide; the compleat Neſt weighed eleven 
Drams. Another whoſe Dimentions were 
equal with this, was Halt a Dram lighter. 
The Bird is fix Inches long, of which the 
Bill was little more than Halt an Inch, and 
the Tail two and an Halt long. She lays 


-r 


commonly, either five or fix Eggs, but ſome- 


times no more than four, never leſs, of a 
Cream Colour, ſprinkled all over with fine 
rediſh yellow Spots; at the blunt End ſo 
thick, that they appear almoſt all in one. 


Of the Young, how to order them, &c. 


T the Beginning of May, the Robin 
uſually has young Ones fit to take, 


hve or fix in Number: You may take hen 
1 at 
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at ten or twelve Days old, if you let them 
lie too long they are apt to be ſullen; keep 
them warm in a little Baſket with Hay at 
the Bottom; feed them with the Yood-Lark's 


Meat, or as you bring up young Night- 


ingales; let their Meat be minced very ſmall, 


as ordered for other Birds, giving them but 


little at a Time; if you over load their 
tender Stomachs it will diſorder the Birds; 


when they are grown ſtrong, cage them 


in a Cage, like the N:ghtingales or Wood- 
Lars; it ſhould be ſomething cloſer wi- 
ered, and let them have Moſs at the Bot- 
tom, and in all Reſpects keep and or- 
der them like the Nightingale : When they 
feed themſelves you may try them with 
the 7/ood-Lark's Meat, becauſe ſome of 
theſe Birds like it better than the Night- 
ngale's, 


Of their Diſeaſes and Cure, 


THEY are very much ſubject to the 


Cramp and Gidddineſs ; for the Cure 
of the former, give them a Meal-Worm 
now and then; for the latter, fix or ſeven 
Earwigs in a Week. 

There are many Kinds of Inſects that 
Birds will eat greedily, and very probably 
would relieve them under Maladies, could 


they 
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they be conveniently procured at all Times, 
ck as young, ſmooth Caterpillars (a Ro- 
bin will not touch a hairy one) ſome Sorts 
of Spiders, Ants, Cc. but I know of no In- 
ſect that is more innocent, or agrees better 
with Birds in general than the Meal-Worm, 
which may be had with little Trouble at 
the Meal-Shops almoſt at any Time. The 
Earwig I do not approve of, that Inſect | 
is armed in the Tail with a Pair of very 
ſharp Forceps or Knippers, which it can 
claſpe together, and may wound or hurt 


the Bird. Above all, to prevent Diſeaſes, 


be ſure to keep him clean and warm, taking 
Care never to let him want Water or whole- 
ſome Food, and ſometimes a little Saffron or 
Liquorice in his Water, which will make 
him chearful, long-winded, and help him 
very much in his Song. 

A young One brought up from the Neſt, 
may be taught to pipe or whiſtle finely; 
but I prefer his own natural Song to thoſe 
that are taught him, becauſe it is an exceed- 
ing good one. 

Robins are taken with Lime-Twigs, and 
likewiſe with the Trap-Cage ; by .this laſt, 
great Numbers are enſnared. 

An old Bird when he is caught, is apt to 
be ſullen, when you put him in a Cage 
will not ſing, but a young Cock Bird will 
ſing in a few Days. What Birds you catch 

13 in 
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in your Traps, feed and order them as you 
do the Nightingales. 
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Of the Red-Pole. 
The Deſcription and Character. 


* 


HE Red. Pole is a very ſmall, but an 


exceeding pretty feathered Bird: The 


Head and Breaſt of the Cock are of a fine 
Red: The Hen has a red Head likewiſe, 
but not of ſo bright a Colour; 'tis not a very 
fine Bird for ſinging, but has a pretty chat- 
tering Sort of a Song, I can't call it very 
melodious, yet they are often kept in Ca- 
ges, and eat the ſame Sort of Seeds as the 
Linnet or Chaſinch. We are not ſure that 


+ theſe Birds build in England; they are 


found here in Winter, but go away again 
in the Spring. I never ſaw or heard of any 
of their Neſts being found; I rather be- 
lieve they come to ſhun the Cold, as the 
Aberdivine, Twite, and ſome other Birds do. 
They are taken as they catch Linnets, Gold- 
finches, and other ſmall Birds. Mr. Wil- 
lughby has not the Red-Pole in his Col- 
lection, deſcribed by that Name, or any 
other that will exactly anſwer; but I be- 

| liexe 
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lieve it to be the ſame with what he calls 
the Leſſer Red- headed Linnet; his Deſcrip- 
tion of that, agreeing in many Particulars 
with this Bird, which is as follows: This, 
ſays he, is leſſer than the precedent, meaning 
the Greater Red-headed Linnet, which he 
makes leſſer than the common, and will a- 
gree very well with the Size of the Red-Pole; 
the Back coloured like the common Linnet; 
the Forehead adorned with a remarkable 
ſhining red Spot; the Bill like that of the 
Great Red Linnet, but leſs; the Breaſt red; 
the lower Belly white; the prime Feathers 
of the Wings and Tails duſky ; the Tail 
about two Inches long, and ſomething fork- | 
ed; the outmoſt Borders of the Wing and 
Tail-Feathers round are white; the Legs and 
Feet are duſky ; the Claws black and long, & 
for the Bigneſs of the Bird, but the Legs 
very ſhort. | 

In this Kind, the Female alſo hath a Spot 
on her Head, but more dilute than that of 
the Cock, and of a Saffron Colour. 


\\ 
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Of the Red-Start. 


The Deſcription, Character, and 
Marks of the Cock and Hen. 


T is a ſmall Bird, ſomething leſſer than 
the Robin-Red-Breaſt. The Cock is very 


beautiful, his Breaſt, Rump, and Tail are. 


of a fine Red; the Back, Neck, and hind 
Part of the Head of a Lead Colour; the 
fore Part of his Head and Throat of a 
Jet Black, and has a white Mark upon his 
Pole. The Hen is a beautiful Bird likewiſe, 
but partakes more of the Colour of the 
Nightingale, with a red Tail, ſomething 
fainter than the Cock's. The Cock is known 
at all Times from the Hen, by his black 
Head, that Mark being peculiar to the Male 
only. He ſings ſweetly, and has pretty 
Notcs, very pleaſant to hear. 


| Of their Breeding; when to take, 
and how to order the Young, &c. 


| HESE Birds breed in May, have young 
Ones fit to take by the Middle of that 
Month. They build their Neſts in the 
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Holes of old Walls, Trees, &@c. Their Eggs 
are like the Hedge Sparrow's, but of a paler 
Blue, and not ſo big. 

This Bird is ſaid to be of fo dogged and 
ſullen a Temper, that if taken when old, 
will not for ſome Days look at his Meat ; 
and when he feeds himſelf, will fome- 
times continue a whole Month without 
ſinging; but if brought up young, they 
become gentle and tame; and with regard 
to her Neſt, they ſay, ſhe is the ſhieſt of 
all Birds, for if ſhe perceives you to mind 
her when ſhe is building, ſhe will forſake 
what ſhe hath begun; and if you touch 
an Egg, never comes to her Neſt more; 
and if you touch the young Ones, will 
either ſtarve or throw them out of the Neſt 
and break their Necks, as Mr. Willugbby 
ſays, he found by Experience more than 
ONCE. 

The Young are to be taken at ten Days 
old, and are to be fed and ordered as the 
Nightingale or Robin-Red-Breaſt. Keep them 
warm, and they will ſing in the Night as 
well as in the Day, and will learn to 
whiſtle, and imitate other Birds: When wild 
it feeds upon Inſects, Cc. like the Robin 
or Nightingale, and 'tis thought comes to 
us in Summer Time, and goes away in the 
Winter; of which Matter I own myſelf 
ignorant. 


Of 
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Of the Common Wren. 
The Deſcription and Character. 


XCEPTING it be the Go/den-Crown'd- 
I ren, this is the ſmalleſt Bird found 
in this Kingdom; it weighs about three 
Drams; its Length, from the Point of the 
Bill to the End of the Tail, is four Inches 
and an Half. He commonly creeps about 
Hedges and Holes, making but ſhort Flights, 
and if it be driven from the Hedges, may 
eaſily be tired and run down. It will fit 
upon a Barn or Tree, Sc. about a Farmer's 
Yard, where it moſtly frequents, and ſing 
exceeding fine; and being kept in a Cage 
it will ſing very ſweetly, and with a higher 
and louder Voice, than one would think for 
its Strength and Bigneſs, and is a very pleaſing 
Bird, that will ſing a great many Months in 
the Vear: Some Perſons have kept theſe 
Birds a great while in a Cage, and have 


had them ſing as ſtout as if they were in the 
Fields. 


The 
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The Marks of the Cock and Hen. 


HE Cock is of a dark Brown upon 

the Head and Back; his Breaſt and 
Belly whitiſh ; the Tail and Wings are va- 
ried with a bright Yellow, and blackiſh Lines. 
The Bird with the largeſt Eye is generally 
thought to be a Cock. The Hen Bird is all 
over of a rediſh Brown Colour, excepting 
the Lines a-croſs her Tail and Wings, which 
are black and rediſh, The Difference in 
young Birds can hardly be known till the 
Cocks begin to record and ſing. 


The Time and Manner of their Build- 
ing, &c. 


HE HY ren has young Ones in May; 

ſhe builds her Neſt ſometimes by the 

Wells of Houſes, in the Back-Sides of Sta- 
bles, or other Out-Houſes, but more com- 
monly in Woods and Hedges, in a very ar- 
tificial Manner, having the Form of a Su- 
gar Loaf; without of Moſs, within of Hair, 
Wool, or Feathers, and hath in the Middle 
of the Side a Door or Paſſage, by which 
it goes in and out; ſhe lays a great Num- 
ber of Eggs, ſometimes fifteen or fixteen, 
but many Times hatches not above halt 
K that 
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that Number; they are very ſmall white 


bes ſprinkled all over with ſmall pale red 
Spots. 


Of the Young, how to order them, &c. 


F you are minded to bring up a Net 

of Wrens, let them be very well fea- 
thered before you take them: They are to 
be fed and reared like the young Nightin- 
gales, giving them often, and but little at a 
Time, one or two very {mall Bits. When 
they are grown fit for a Cage, let them have 
a large one made with very cloſe Wier ; one 
Side of which ſhould be made like unto a 
Squirrel Houſe, and have it lin'd with any 
Thing that is warm, Keep them conſtantly 
to the Nightingale's Food, and there is no 
Queſtion but they will anſwer your Expec- 
tation; you muſt take the ſame Care in 
keeping them clean and warm as of young 
Nightingales, And if at any Time they 
are ſick, give them two or three Flies, or 


a finail Spider or two, but not too many 
Inſects. 


Of 
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Of the Nightingale. 


The Deſcription and Character. 


Otwithſtanding the particular Fancy 
of divers Perſons, for this or that 
Bird which they eſteem and prefer to all 
others, the Nightingale, by the Generality 
of Mankind, is ftill accounted the Chief 
of all ſinging Birds: He ſends forth his 
pleaſant Notes with ſo laviſh a Freedom, 
that he makes even the Woods to echo 
with his melodious Voice; and this de- * 
lightful Bird, ſcorning to be out-done, will 
not yield to any Competitor, either of Birds 
or Men; the Yood-Lark is his greateit An- 
tagoniſt, between whom there ſometimes 
happens ſuch a Contention for Maſtery, 
each itriving to outvy the other, that, like 
true bred Cocks, they ſeei reſolved to 
die rather than loſe the Vi tory ; if the 
former carries it in Stoutneſs and Freeneſs 
of Song, ſo does the latter in his pleaſing 
Variety of ſoft warbling harmonious Notes, 
in which, to my Fancy, none excels, or is 
equal to him. 

The Nightingale is not ſo remarkable 85 
any Variety or Beauty of Colours, but well 
3 Know 1s 
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known from its ſinging by Night : In Size 
he is about the Bigneſs of the Goldfinch, 
ſomething longer bodied. | 

Theſe Birds are not ſeen in this King- 
dom in the Winter-Time; where they are 
when abſent from us, is altogether unknown : 
They come towards the latter End of March, 
or Beginning of April, and leave us at the 
latter End of the Summer. Thoſe that are 
kept here in Cages will fing ſeven or eight 
Months in the Year, from the Beginning 


of November till Midſummer : There mult 


be a great deal of Care taken to keep them 


clean and warm, and they will ſing all the 
Winter. 


The Marks of the Cock and Hen. 


HERE are no particular Marks in 
their Colours to know them by ; but 
as in other Birds, ſo in theſe the Cock is 
of a deeper and brighter Colour than the 
Hen, which, when ſeen together, may eaſily 
be perceived, and is ſomething larger. In 
Neſtlings the Cock may be known by this 
Token ; after he hath eaten, he will get 
upon the Perch, and begin to tune or record 
to himſelf, which you may obſerve by the 
Motion of his Throat ; whereas the Hen 
at firſt records little, or not at all. 

The 
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The Time and Manner of building 


their Weſt, &c. 


HEY have young Ones uſually by 
the Middle of May, build in a cloſe, 
thick Hedge, pretty low, a little above the 
Edge of the Bank, and moſt commonly 
where Briars, Thorns, Buſhes, and ſuch like 
Things grow very thick, to fence them from 


their Enemies, making their Neſt of the 


Leaves of Trees, Straws, and Moſs, and 


lay Eggs of a brown Nutmeg Colour. 


It ſeldom ſings near its Neſt for Fear of 
diſcovering it, but, for the moſt part, about 
a Stone's Caſt diſtant, It frequents cool and 
ſhady Places, where are little Rivulets of 
Water, ſuch as quick-ſet Hedges, ſmall 
Groves and Buſhes, where are no very high 
Trees; for it delights in no high Trees ex- 


_ cept the Oak. 


To find the Nightingale s Neſt, obſerve 
where the Cock ſings, and if he lings long 
in a Place, then the Hen is not far off; but 
if he hath young Ones he will now and 
then be miſſing; and the Hen, when you 
are near her Neſt, will ſweet and cur; but 
if you have ſearched long and: cannot find 
it, try this Experiment; ſtick two or three 
Meal-Worms pO the Thorns, near where 
you 
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you find the Cock moſt frequents, and ſtand 
ſtill, or lie down cloſe, keeping the Worms 
in View, and obſerve when he comes to 
take them, which Way he carries them, 
liſten, and you will hear the Young when 
the old Ones feed them, for they make a 
great Noiſe for ſo ſmall a Bird. When you 
have found the Neſt, if they be not fledged 
enough, touch them not, if you do, they 
will not ſtay long, the old Ones will intice 
them out. 


Of the Young, how to order them, &c. 


HE Nightingale has five young Ones 

at a Breeding; they ſhould not be 
taken till they are fledged almoſt as well as 
the old Ones; and though they are apt to 
be ſullen, and refuſe their Meat when they 
are ſo old, you may open their Mouths, 
and give them two or three ſmall Pieces at 
a Time, and in a few Days they will come 
to, and feed themſelves: If you take them 
too young, they are ſubject to the Cramp 
and Looſcneſs, which makes their Feathers 
mat together, and kills the Birds, When 
you take them, put the Neſt in a little Baſ- 
ket, and keep the Birds covered up warm, 
for they are very tender, and without ſuch 
Care the Cold will kill them. Feed them 
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every two Hours, giving them two or three 


ſmall Bits at a Time: Let their Meat be 


Sheep's Heart or other Fleſh Meat raw, chop- 
ped very fine, (well cleanſed and freed from 
Skin, Sinews, and Fat or Strings, which will 
be apt to Rick in their Throats, or twine a- 
bout their Tongues, and cauſe them to fall 
off from their Meat, &c.) mixed with Hens 
Eggs hard boiled, 

In a few Days they will take their Meat 
off from the Stick themſelves ; you may then 
cage them in the N.ghtingale's Back Cage. 


Let them have a little Straw or dry Moſs 


in the Bottom of the Cage; but when they 
come to be large, give them Ants Mould as 
you do the old Ones: You may learn them 
to feed upon ſome Kind of Inſects, ſuch as 
Meal-Worms, Spiders, Ants, &c. being very 
uſeful when they are ſick ; I do not approve 


of giving them much of that Sort of Food 
when well, 


Of the Nightingale's Diſeaſes, and 


their Cure, 


FIRST, note, that the principal Thing 


E which cauſes moſt Diſcaſes, not only 
in Nightingales, but in other Birds kept for 


Singing, is, as mentioned before, Want of 


keeping 
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keeping them clean and neat, whereby they 
clog their Feet, which cauſes the Claws of 
ſeveral to rot off, and breeds the Cramp and 
Gout in others, and makes them never thrive, 
nor delight in themſelves. No Birds can be 
kept too clean and” neat, therefore be ſure 
to let them have twice a Week Gravel at 
the Bottom of the Cage, and let it be very 
dry when you put it in, for then it will not 
be ſubject to clog. 

In Autumn this Bird is apt to grow ex- 
traordinary fat and foggy, that ſometimes he 
will hardly touch his Meat for a Fortnight 
or more ; during that Time give him three 
Times a Week Meal-Worms, two or three 
at a Time, or Worms taken out of Pidgeon- 
Houſes, or two or three Spiders a Day, 
which will purge and cleanſe him well. 
Upon the falling of his Fat he muſt be 
kept warm, and have a little Saffron in his 


Water. To raiſe them when they are very 


lean and poor, give them Figs chopped 


ſmall among their Meat, continuing no 


longer than till they have recovered their 
Fleſh. . | 
When they have been kept two or three 
Years in a Cage, they are very ſubject to the 
Gout; anoint their Feet with freſh Butter 
or Capon's Greaſe, three or four Days to- 


gether, and it is a certain Cure for them. 


They 
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They are ſubject likewiſe to breakings out 


about their Eyes and Nib, for which uſe 


the ſame. 

If they grow melancholy, put into their 
Water ſome white Sugar-Candy ; if that 
will not do, beſides their conſtant Meat of 
Sheep's Heart, Sc. give them three or four 
Meal-Worms a Day, and a few Ants and 
Ants Egg, and ſome of their Mould at the 
Bottom of the Cage: Allo boil a new-laid 
Egg, and chop it ſmall, and ſtrew it among 
the Ants and their Eggs, and let them have 
Saffron in their Water. 

The Nightingale is ſometimes troubled 
with a Straitneſs or Strangling of the Breaſt, 
which ans very often for Want of Care 
in making his Meat, by mincing Fat there- 
with, or by reaſon of ſome Sinew or Thread 
of the Sheep's Heart, for Want of well 
ſhredding, hanging in his Throat, or claſp- 
ing about his Tongue, which cauſeth him 
to forſake his Meat and grow very poor 
in a ſhort Time; when you perceive this, 
which is known by the Bird's gaping, and 
the unuſual beating and panting of his 
Breaſt, take him gently out of his Cage, 
and open his Bill with a Quill, and un- 
looſen any String or Piece of Fleſh that 
may hang about his Tongue or Throat : 
After you have taken it away, give him 
ſome white Sugar-Candy in his Water, 10 
L elle 
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elſe diſſolve it, and moiſten his Meat, which 
1s a preſent Remedy to any Thing that is 
amils, 


How to take Branchers and old Night- 


ingales, and to order them when 
taken. 


HE former are to be catch'd in July, 

or Beginning of Augu/t, the latter at 

the End of March, or Beginning of April; 
thoſe taken in March, or before the 12th of 
April, are counted the beſt Birds: What are 
catch'd after the 12th of that Month, when 
the Cocks are matched with the Hens, by 
reaſon of their Rankneſs, ſeldom come to any 
1 it being very difficult to preſerve them. 
en you have found the Birds Haunts, 
which is uſually in a Wood, Coppice, or 
quick-ſet Hedge, you may take them by the 
Trap-Cage, made on Purpoſe for catching 
of Nigbtingales, baited with a Meal-Worm: 
Place your Trap as near where the Bird 
fings as you can; if it is in the Middle of the 
Hedge, or a Place where he uſed to feed, be- 
fore you fix the Trap, turn up the Earth a- 
bout twice the Bigneſs of the Trap; for where 
the Ground is new turned up, there they look 
for Food, and eſpying the Worm they come 
preſently to it; if they come not ſoon, then 
turn up a freſh Spot of Earth, as big again 
as 
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as the former, and you will quickly have 
them, for they will not leave the Place where 
they uſe to reſort. It is proper to this Bird, 
as they ſay, at his firſt coming, to ſettle, or 
ſeize upon one Place as its Freehold, into 


which it will not admit any other Nightin- 


gale but its Mate. 

Theſe Birds are taken likewiſe with Lime- 
Twigs, by placing them upon the Hedge, 
near where they ſing, with Meal-Worms fa- 
ſtened at proper Places to allure them to the 


Snare; but I think the Trap-Cage is a great 


deal the beſt Way of catching them. 

As ſoon as you have taken one, tie the 
Tips of his Wings with ſome Thread, not 
ſtraining it too hard, to prevent his beating 
himſelf againſt the Top and Wiers of the 
Cage; he will grow tame the ſooner for it, 
and be more apt to cat his Meat. You ſhould 
put him in a Nzghtingale's Back Cage, or if 
an open one, darken one Side with Cloth or 
Paper ; and at firſt hang him in ſome private 
Place, that he be not diſturbed. Feed him 
once in an Hour and Halt, or two Hours, 
with Sheep's Heart and Egg ſhred ſmall and 
fine, mingling amongſt the ſame, ſome Ants, 
or Meal-Worms. And becauſe no Nightin- 


gale will at firſt eat any Sheep's Heart or 
Egg, but muſt be brought to it by Degrees, 


his Food being live Meat, as Worms, Ants, 


Caterpillars, or Flies; therefore, taking the 
2 Bird 
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Bird in your Hand, you muſt open his Bill 
with a Stick made thin at one End, and give 
him three, four, or five Pieces, according as 
he takes them, as big as Peas; then ſet him 
ſome Meat mingled with Store of Ants, that 
when he goes to pick up the Ants, he may 
cat ſome of the Heart and Egg with it: At 
the firſt you may ſhred three or four Meal- 
Worms in his Meat, the better to intice him, 
that ſo he may eat ſome of the Sheep's Heart 
by little and little, and when you perceive 
him to eat freely, give him the leſs Ants, Cc. 
in his Meat, and at laſt, nothing but Sheep's 
Heart and Egg. You ſhould take ſome of 
this Meat with you when you go to catch 
Nightingales, and in an Hour or two after 
they are taken, you muſt force them to eat, 
by opening their Mouth and craming them, 
taking Care that their Meat be not too dry; 
moiſten it with ſprinkling a little clean Water 
upon it, as you prepare it. Remember when 
you firſt take a Bird to clear his Vent from 
Feathers, by pulling, or cutting them off, o- 
therwiſe he will be ſubject to clog and bake 
up his Vent, which is ſudden Death. Birds 
that are long a feeding, and make no Cur- 
ring or Sweeting for eight or ten Days, ſeldom 
prove good ; but on the contrary, they give 
great Hopes of proving well when they take 
their Meat kindly, and are familiar, and not 
buckiſh, and ſing quickly, and learn to eat 
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of themſelves without much Trouble. This 
is a ſure Token of their proving excellent 
Birds; when they will feed in a few Hours, 
or the next Day after they are taken, and 
ſing in two or three Days; thoſe never prove 
bad. You muſt tie the Wings of the Bird 
no longer than till he is grown tame. 


- . 2 - 
Of the Red-Grosbeak, 


Or the Virginia-Nightingale, called 
likewiſe, the Red-Bird. 


The Deſcription and Chara@er. 


FT T is near as big as the common Song- 
Thruſh: The Baſis of his Bill is encom- 
paſſed with a Border of black Feathers reach- 
ing to the Eyes: It hath a large Head adorncd 
with a high towering Creſt, of a bright Scar- 
let Colour, as is alſo the whole Bird, except 
the Back, ſome Part of the Wings and the 
Tail, which are of a more dirty and browniſh 
Red. Theſe Birds are brought from Virginia, 
New England, and other Parts of North A- 
merica, where they catch them as we do Larks 
in England, by ſweeping away the Snow, and 
| baiting the Place with Virginia Wheat, &c. 
FRY [t 
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It hath an agreeable melodious Song, with 


ſome Notes like the Engh/þ Nightingale. 
The Hen is not ſo beautiful as the Cock, 
being more brown, with a Tincture of red: 
Theſe ſing when in Cages, as well as the 
Cocks, and are brought over with them. 

Its Strength with its Bill is furprizing, it 
being able to crack the Stones of Almonds, 
Olives, and Indian Maiz, very expeditiouſly, 
the Kernels of which it is very fond of. In 
England they bring it to feed upon Hemp, 
or Canary-Seeds; it will eat allo the Yood- 
Lark's, or Nightingale's Food, There are 
Perſons with us that highly value theſe Birds,. 
which makes them ſometimes ſell at a great 
Price. I have heard of thoſe that have at- 
tempted to breed them in England, but made 
little of it. If your Bird ſhould be ſick, a 
Spider or Meal-Worm will relieve him. 


„ 


Of the Vellow-Hammer. 
The Deſcription and Charafter. 


I is equal to the Chafinch in Bigneſs: Both 
Cock and Hen are beautiful Birds; and 
the Cock will ſing very prettily, when in the 
Fields, but is not kept very common in a 
Cage; yet he is no contemptible Bird; be- 
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ſides his Song, his fine Feathers are enough 
to recommend him: A lovely Yellow adorns 
his Head, Throat, Breaſt, and Belly; his 
Back and Wings are pretty much like the 
Linnet's. The Hen is of a paler Colour all 
over her Body, and the Parts that are of a 
fine Yellow in the Cock, in the Hen are of 
a dirty Green, 

Theſe Birds build upon the Ground, at the 
Side of a River, Pond, or Brook ; they make 
a large flat, ordinary Neſt ; with Moſs, dry'd 
Roots of Graſs, Weeds, &c. with Horſe Hair 
intermixed ; more of the latter than I ever 
obſerved any other Bird to make uſe of, She 
lays fix or ſeven white Eggs, veined and 
ſpotted with black. Her young Ones are 
uſually fit to take by the Beginning of May ; 
you may let them be ten or twelve Days old 
before you take them, Feed them with Fleſh 
Meat minced very fine, ' as you prepare it 
for other ſmall Birds; or you may bring 
them up with the Tit, or Word-Lark's Meat; 
they will eat likewiſe Worms cut in ſmall 
Pieces, which Food agrees very well with 
them. | 

Theſe Birds are common every where in 
England; for the moit Part, they abide on 
the Ground, ſeeking their Food there, of 

Worms, Seeds, and other Things, 
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Of the Reed-Sparrow. 


The Deſcription and Character. 


HIS Bird in Bigneſs is equal to the 
Chafinch : The Cock has a black Head 
and Throat: A Ring of White encompaſſes 
the Neck: His Breaſt and Belly are white, 
ſpotted with rediſh-brown Spots : The Back 


of a duſky Brown, with black Spots: The 


Pinion of his Wing is of a rediſh Colour; 
the reſt of the Wing and Tail, are of a dark 


Brown: The Hen, as in moſt Birds, is not 


fo fair coloured: The Ring about her Neck 
is darker, ' and ſcarce appearing, and her 
Head is not black like the Cock's. 

They frequent the Reeds by the Rivers 


Sides, where they breed, hanging their Neſts 
between the Reeds; they are chearful, merry 
Birds, and fing finely. When we walk in 


Summer-Time by the Sides of the River, ge- 
nerally preſent us with an agreeable Harmo- 
ny. They are not kept very common in 
Cages, therefore tis not neceſſary to dwell 


any longer upon this Bird. Her Eggs in Co- 


lour are like the Hedge-Sparrows. 
To 
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Of the Hedge-Sparrow. 


The Deſcription and Character. 


E is about the Size of the Robin-Red- 

| Breaſt ; has a pretty long ſlender Bill, 
of a duſky or blackiſh Colour: The upper 
Side of his Body is party- coloured, of Black, 
and dirty Red ; and his Breaſt of a Blue, or 
Lead Colour : This Bird is as well known 
ae any of our ſmall Birds, being found al- 
moſt in every Buſh, that hardly a Boy that 
ſearches the Hedges, but .can give an Ac- 
count of its Neſt, Eggs, &c. therefore would 
ſeem unneceſlary for me to take any Notice 
of it, but that I think the Hedge-Sparrow 
too much neglected; no Bird is more de- 
ſpiſed; I am ſure he ought to be more va- 
lucd ; he is a very pleaſant Song-Bird, ſings 
ſweetly, and has a great Variety of pretty 
Notes : I have known them kept in Cages by 


ſome curious Perſons, and much valued for 


their fine Singing ; a great many -People cage 
worſe, and account them good Birds: "Tis 
Plenty that leflens the Worth of this Bird, 
as of every Thing elſe, though ever ſo valu- 
able in itſelf, The Hen is known from the 
Cock, by a fainter Breaſt, and being of a 
brighter Colour on the Back, 
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Of their Building, &c. Their Young, 


and huw to order them. 


; HESE Birds, as I ſaid before, build 
their Neſt almoſt in every Hedge, 
low, and open, that it may be found with 
little Difficulty. It conſiſts chiefly of fine 
green Moſs, platted with a little Wool and 
Hair; 'tis not of ſo curious a Model as ſome 
are. The Hen lays commonly five Eggs, of 
a fine pale Blue, or Sea-Green Colour. She 
has young Ones at the End of April or Be- 
ginning of May: Take them at nine or ten 
Days old, and feed them with Bread and 
Fleſh-Meat, chop'd very fine, and mixed to- 
gether, made moiſt, as for other Birds: Or 
you may bring them up with the ood-Lark's 
Victuals. 

If the Cock is brought up under ſome fine 
Song-Bird, he will take his Song, and anſwer 
your Expectation, 
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Of the Aberdevine. 
The Deſcription and Character. 


N Size and Colour, it is pretty much like 
the Canary-Bird, only the Cock has a 
black Spot upon his Head, and a little Black 
under his Throat. The Hen is more upon 
the Grey, and has a ſpotted Breaſt and Belly. 
They are lively, merry Birds, and ſing very 
prettily, and are frequently kept in Cages. 
Theſe Birds do not breed any where in 
England that ever I heard of, but ſhift Places 
according to the Seaſons of the Year ; they 
viſit our Parts in the Winter-Time, and leave 


us in the Spring. They frequent the Alder- 


Trees, &c. by the River-Side : The Bird- 
catchers take them as they do Linnets, Gold- 


finches, &c. and feed them like thoſe Birds. 


It is of a very mild Nature, and -not at all 
crafty, ſo that it is eaſily taken by any Kind 
of Engine or Deceit. 


Mr. Willoughby calls it Siſein. It is, ſays 


he, kept in Cages for its Singing, and is com- 


mon in Germany and England. At Vienna in 
Auſtria, they call it Seil, a Name not much 
different from our Engliſh Siſein. In Suſſex 
it is known by the Name of Barley-Bird, ſo 


called, becauſe it comes to them in Barley- 
Seed Time. 
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Of the Canary -Bird. 


The Deſcription and Character. 


HIS Bid has its Name from Canaria, 

an land of the Atlantick Sea; one of 
thoſe which the Ancients, for the excellent 
Temperature of the Air, called Fortunate ; 
all thoſe lands which they ſo named, being 
now called the Canaries : From whence theſe 
Birds were firſt brought into Europe, and 


from no other Place : But now they are bred 


in Germany, France, and England; and each 
of thoſe Countries have improved the Breed ; 
for what are there produced, exceed the Birds 
brought from their original, natural Climate, 
both in Beauty and Song; among which, 
the Engliſb-bred Birds are not inferior to the 
beſt, being of a more hardy Nature, and 
better for Breeding than thoſe of any other 
Country, and as good in Song. 

The Cock of this Kind hath a very ſweet 
and ſhrill Note, which, at one Breath, con- 
tinued a long Time without Intermiſſion, it 
can draw out ſometimes in Length, ſome- 
times raiſe very high, by a various, and al- 
moſt muſical Inflexion of its Voice, making 


very pleaſant and artificial Melody. 2 
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The Marks of the Cock and Hen. 


HE Fore-part of his Head, his Throat, 
Pinion of the Wing, and Rump, are 
of a brighter Yellow than in the Hen : Which 

Marks will hold good, let the Birds be of 
What Sort they will; they always have a 

little Yellow above their Bills, under their 

Throats, Sc. of a ſtrong deep Yellow in the 

Cock ; in the Hen of a much paler Colour, 

There is a Difference likewiſe in their Vents ; 

if you blow the Feathers in both, you may 

perceive his to appear longer than that of the 
Hens. 

Another Mark of a Male Bird is his Size; 
the biggeſt and longeſt bodied Bird ſeldom 
fails of proving a Cock; eſpecially if his 
Geſture and Carriage be ſprightly and ma- 
jeſtick; and if he often extends his Neck and 
Head with Life and Vigour, then you may 
depend upon its being a Cock-Bird. Beſides 
all this, you may know him by his fine Sing- 

ing, in which you can't well be deceived, for 
the Hens do not ſing, or ſo indifferently, that 
tis not deſerving of the Name of a Song; 
and whenever the Cock ſings, if you obſerve 
his Throat, you will ſee it ſwell and play all 
the Time he is warbling out his pretty Notes. 
But let the Hen ſing either well or ill, this 
Motion is never obſerved in her Throat. This 
one Note will be ſufficient to direct you to 


chooſe 
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chooſe a Cock-Bird at all Times; when you 
will find, for the Generality, all the other 
Marks to correſpond likewile. 


Directions for chooſing a Canary-Bird; 
and to know if be be in Health. 


HE moſt beautiful feathered Birds are 
of a bright lovely Yellow, with Jet- 

Black Spots. The next is the Mealy-Bird, fo 

named from the mealy Kind of Colour which 
ſeems to cover his Feathers. The third Sort 
are called Mottled-Birds; their chief Colour 
is white, mottled with black or browniſh 
Spots. Beſides theſe, ſome are all yellow, 
others all white, and ſome grey, &c. Theſe 
laſt, for Colour, are the leaſt valued, but 
often prove as good in Song, as the fineſt 
feathered of them all : The Choice of a good 
Bird not depending in the leaſt on the Co- 
lour, that being merely Fancy. 

For Health, take a Bird that appears with 
Life and Boldneſs, ſtanding like a Sparrow- 
Hawk, not ſubject to be ſcared at every 
Thing that ſtirs: Therefore when you ob- 
ſerve him, approach not too near the Cage, 

leſt by a Motion of the Hand, or otherwiſe, 
you diſturb him. It will make the Bird, tho 
not well, appear ſprightly, and in Health for 
a little Time; but if you ſtand quiet, and 


at a proper Diſtance, you may ſoon diſcover 
whether 
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whether it is the Effect of Fear, or the na- 
tural Spirit of the Bird: If he ſtands up bold- 
ly, without crouching or ſhrinking his Fea- 
thers: If his Eyes look chearful, and not 
drowſy, they are good Signs of a healthful 
Bird: But on the contrary, if he be apt to 
clap his Head under his Wing, and ſtand all 
of an Heap, you may be ſure he is not well. 

Obſerve likewiſe his Dung; which when 
he is in perfect Health, will be round and 
hard, with a fine white on the Outſide, and 
dark within, and will quickly be dry, If he 
bolts his Tail like a Nightingale after he hath 

{ dung'd; or if his Dung be very thin, or of 
a ſlimy White, with no Blackneſs in it, you 
may conclude he is a fick Bird. 

The next Thing we are to regard in chooſ- 
ing a Canary-Bird, is the Goodneſs of his 
Song, Some of theſe Birds will open with 
the Sweet of the Nightingale, and run through 
ſeveral of that Bird's fine Notes, and end in 
the Tit-Lark's Song; and ſome will ſing only 
the Tit-Lark's. Others will begin almoſt 
like a Sky-Lark, and by a ſoft. melodious 
Turn of the Voice, fall into the Nightingale O 
Sweet and Jug, whiſking and chewing after 
a very delighttul Manner. The Birds that 
have ſuch a curious Change of harmonious 
Notes, want no Recommendations, every 
Body 'muſt be ſenfible that they are valu- 
able: There are others of this Kind, that 


3 ſing 
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ſing with ſo much Force, that even deafen 


the Ears of the Hearers with their Shrilneſs : : 
Many Perſons are delighted with this Kind ] 
of Singing, others are offended at it. There- - 
fore, before you purchaſe the Bird, hear him 4 
ſing in a ſingle Cage; and as you have Di- 5 
rections to know a Cock-Bird, and when he 4 
is in Health, as to the Colour and Song, 7 
e your 8 
pleaſe your own Fancy A ; 
1 


To order them in Breeding, &c. 


ANARY-BIRDS that are kept tame 0 
will breed three or four Times in the 
Vear: They uſually begin in April, and breed 
in May and June, ſometimes in July or Au- 
guſt, There are many People in England, as 
well as in France, Germany, &c. that get a 
good Livelihood by breeding Canary-Birds; 
beſides a great Number of Perſons which 
breed them only for Pleaſure. 

Whether for Pleaſure or Profit, make uſe 
of ſuch Birds for Breeders, as were produced 
between the Engliſb and French, which are 
ſtrong healthful Birds, and breed the beſt of 
any. But let them be of what Sort they will, 
be ſure to chooſe ſtout Birds. If the Cock or 
Hen be very ſmall, match either one or the 
other with a larger, as a ſmall yellow Sort, 
with a large mealy one, Ge. which will 
ſtrengthen the Breed. ; 
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Towards the Middle of March, begin to 


match your Birds, putting one Cock and one 
Hen in a ſmall Cage: And when they have 
been ſo long together, that they are perfectly 
reconciled, and well pleaſed with each other, 
towards the End of March, or Beginning of 
April, put them into the breeding Cage, 
made for that Uſe; let it be as big a- 
gain as what we commonly call breeding 
Cages, that the Birds may have the more 
Room to fly and exerciſe themſelves. Let 
there be two Boxes in the Cage for the Hen 
to build in, becauſe the will ſometimes hatch 
a ſecond Brood, before the firſt are fit to fly, 
leaving the Care of them to the Cock to feed 
and bring them up, whilſt ſhe breeds in the 
other Box ; theretore, if ſhe has not a ſpare 
Box to build in, will be apt to make her 
Neſt upon the Birds, as it ſometimes happens, 
and ſmother them, or build ſo near that they 
will ſpoil one another. Whilſt your Birds are 
a pairing, feed them with ſoit Meat ; Egg, 
Bread, Maw-Seed, and a little ſcalded Rape- 
Seed, hardly a third Part of Egg; this laſt, 
and the Bread grated fine, and fo mix it all 
together : When they have young Ones, give 
the .ſame ſoft Victuals, freſh every Day, and 
let them have freſh Greens likewiſe; ſuch as 
Cabbage-Lettice now and then; but give 
them more conſtantly, Chick-Weed with Seeds 
upon it; towards June, Shepherd's-Purſe; in 


Fly 
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July and Auguſt, Plantain ; and before they 


have young Ones, give them Groundſel with 
Seed upon it. 1 would recommend to ſuch 
Perſons as breed only a few Birds for their 
Diverſion, to uſe theſe large Cages, it being 
much the beſt Way: But thoſe that intend to 
breed a Number, ſhould prepare a Room for 
that Purpoſe. 

Let the Situation of it be ſuch, that the 
Birds may enjoy the Benefit of the Morning 
Sun, which is both delightful and nouriſh- 
ing; and let Wire, inſtead of Glaſs, be at 
the Windows, that they may have the Ad- 
vantage of the Air, which will add to their 
Health, and make them thrive the better : 
Keep the Floor of the Room clean, ſome- 
times ſifting fine dry Gravel or Sand upon it, 
and often removing the Dung and other foul 
Stuff, You muſt take Care to fix Neſt-Boxes, 
and Back-Cages, in every convenient Corner 
and Place of the Room, at leaſt, twice the 


Number that you have Birds, that they may 


have the more Variety to chuſe a Lodging to 
their Minds ; for ſome love to build high, and 
ſome very low, ſome in a light Place, and o- 

thers will chuſe a dark Place to build in. 
There ought to be two Windows in the 
Room, one at each End, and ſeveral Perches 
at proper Diſtances for the Birds to ſettle 
upon, as they fly backwards and forwards. 
You may ſet likewiſe a Tree in ſome conve- 
nient 
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nient Place of the Room; it will divert the 
Birds, and ſome of them will like to build in 
it: You mult obſerve that their Neſt is ſecure 
from falling through, and it in Danger, to 
tie the Tree cloſer to prevent it, and they 
will hatch there as)well as in any other Place. 
Remember, not tg put too many Birds toge- 
ther, eight or ten Pair are enough for a mid- 
dling Room. 

When your Birds are firſt paired, as I di- 
rected before, turn them into this Room; 
where they will live, as it were, a conjugal 
Life; and notwithſtanding there are ſeveral 
Male and Female Birds in the ſame Room, 
one Cock and one Hen, as they firſt coupled 
together, will keep conſtant to each other, 
and both concur and aſſiſt in fitting and feed- 
ing their Young : For the Cock-Bird takes his 
Turn in building the Neſt, fitting upon the 
Eggs, and feeding the Young, as well as the 


Hen, 


Of their Neſt, and how to order the 
Young. 


OU muſt furniſh the Birds with Stuff 
for making their Neſt; ſuch as fine 


Hay, Wool, Cotton, and Flk's Hair, if it 


can be got: Let all theſe Materials be tho- 
roughly dry ; then mix and tie them up to- 
N 2 gether: 
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gether in a Net, or ſome ſuch Thing, fo that 
the Birds may eaſily pull it out as they want 
It; and let it be hung in a proper Place in 
the Room for that Purpoſe. 

They build a pretty Neſt, about which 
they will ſometimes be ſo induſtrious, as to 
begin and finiſh it in one Day, though they 
are generally two or three Days in making 
their Neſt. The Hen lays commonly four 
or five Eggs; and fits fourteen Days. 

When the Young are hatched, leave them 
to the Care of the old Ones to nurſe and 


bring up, till they can fly and feed them- 


ſelves. The Hen, as I ſaid before, by reaſon 


of their Rankneſs, in being kept together, 


and provided with all Things neceſſary at 
Hand, without any Trouble in ſeeking their 
Food, &c. will ſometimes build, and hatch 
again before the firſt can ſhift for themſelves ; 
the Care of which, ſhe transfers to the Cock- 
Bird, who will feed and nurſe them himſelf, 
ſupplying that of both Parents, while the 
brings on, and attends her new Progeny. But 
'tis not ſo with thoſe Birds that live at large 
in the Fields: They obſerve their Seaſons for 
Breeding, and after they have hatch'd, com- 
pany with their Brood, till their Young are 
grown up, and able to provide for themſelves. 
When the young Canary-Birds can feed 
themſelves, take them from the old Ones, 
and cage them. If they are flying about the 
| Room, 
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Room, to catch them bring a ſpare Cage with 
ſome ſoft Victuals in it, taking the other Meat 
that's in the Room away, placing the Cage 
there in its Stead, with the Door open, and a 
String faſtened thereto: Then ſtand at a Di- 
ſtance, and the old Ones will preſently, for 
the Sake of the Meat, intice the young Ones 
into the Cage; then pull the String and ſhut 
in one, two, or as many as you can; the Old 
you let fly, the Young cage: This do till you 
have caught as many as you want. 

Let their Meat be the Yelk of an Egg hard 
boil'd, with as much of the beſt Bread, and a 
little ſcalded Rape-Seed: When it is boiled ſoft, 
| bruiſe the Seed fine, and put a little Maw- 
Seed among it, and mix it all together, and give 
them a ſufficient Quantity freſh every Day; 
never let it be ſtale or ſour. Beſides this, give 
them a little ſcalded Rape-Seed, and a little 
Rape and Canary by itſelf. You may keep 
them to this Diet till they have done moult- 
ing; and afterwards feed them as you do the 
eld Ones, taking away their ſoft Meat, unleſs 
at any Time they are ſick, then continue it. 


Of the Canary -Bird's Diſeaſes, and | 


their Cure. 


ESIDES their Moulting, which is com- 
mon to all Birds, they are ſubject to the 
following Diſorders. The firſt is a Surfeit, 
3 ; occaſioned 
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occaſioned either by a violent Cold, or from 
eating too greedily upon Greens, eſpecially a 
rank Sort of Chick-Weed with broad Leaves, 
and without Seeds, which is hurtful both to 
old and young Birds, it being very apt to ſur- 
feit the latter. To diſcover when the Bird 
has this Diſtemper, blow the Feathers on the 
Belly, and you will perceive it ſwell'd, tranſ- 
parent, full of little red Veins, all their little 


Bowels ſinking down to the extream Parts of 


its Body, and if far gone, black, which ge- 
nerally brings Death. The Cure of this Diſ- 
eaſe, if taken in Time, is to keep him warm, 
and give him whole Oatmeal amongſt his Seed 
for three or four Days, in order to cleanſe 
him; and put Liquorice in his Water; but if 
he is too looſe, inſtead of Oatmeal, give him 
Maw and bruiſed Hemn-Seed, being more 
binding ; and at the ſame Time let him have 
a little Saffron in his Water ; or you may boil 


Milk and Bread, with a little Maw-Seed in 


it; 'tis very good for the Bird at ſuch a Time. 
Or you may take Millet, Hemp, Maw, Rape 
and Canary-Seeds, of each as much as will 
lay upon a Sixpence ; let theſe juſt boil up, 
rinſe them in cold Water, to cool them ; then 
boil a new-laid Egg hard, mince it ſmall, 
both Yelk and White together; take about a 
Quarter of it and put it to the Seeds, and add 
as much more Lettice-Seed as any of the other: 


Give this Meat to the ſick Bird, it has had 
good 
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good Effect on many. But before you give 
him this, in the Morning early let your Bird 
drink two or three Times Water, in which 
you have put about the Quantity of two Peas 
of Treacle; and when you have obſerved him 
to drink two or three Times, take it away 
and give him clean Water again; repeat this 
three or four Mornings before you give him 
the above-mentioned Compoſition. 

Another Malady the Canary-Bird is troubled 
with, is a little Pimple on his Rump, called 


the Pip; it will generally go away of itſelf, 
but if at any Time it is bad and will not, 


when it is ripe, let out the ſickly Matter with 


the Point of a fine Needle, ſqueeze it all out 
with as much Gentleneſs as you can; after 
take a Bit of Loaf- Sugar moiſten'd in your 
Mouth, put it on the Sore, will heal it. 

A third Diſeaſe is a Kind of yellow Scabs 
that come about their Head and Eyes, which 


ſometimes ſwell and are full of Matter; a 


noint thoſe Places with freſh Butter or Lard, 

or the Oil of ſweet Almonds; thoſe Things 
will cure it, unleſs it ſpread, then nothing 

but Time and cooling Food will carry it off. 


The laſt Thing that I ſhall take Notice of 


is his Moulting. You may know when this 
comes on by the Bird's appearing rough, me- 
lancholy, and often ſleeping in the Day with 
his Head under his Wings; and the Cage co- 
vered with Down and ſmall Feathers; for the 
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young Ones, the firſt Year, caſt only their 
Down and ſmall Feathers, and the ſecond, 
their Tail and Wing-Feathers, 

Careful Nurſing is the principal Means to 
preſerve Birds under this natural Malady ; 
therefore be ſure to keep him warm; ſet him 
ſometimes in the Sun when it ſhincs power- 
fully to baſk himſelf, it will comfort him 
very much, always taking care to keep him 
from Cold or Wind, which are very prejudi- 
cial to him at ſuch a Time; let him have 


good nouriſhing Food; N aples-Biſket, Bread 


and Egg mixed together ; and put Saffron in 
his Water; likewiſe bruiſed Hemp-Seed, mixed 


with Lattice and Maw-Seed. It the Weather 


is very hot when the Birds are in their Moult, 
give them Liquorice in their Water inſtead of 
Saffron, and their Meat Plantain and Lettice- 
Seed ; but not any of that Meat if it be cold 
Weather. Remember, whenever Egg is pre- 
ſcribed for any ſick Birds, it is to be boiled 


and chop'd, or grated very fine; Hemp- Seed 


to be ground or bruiſed ; and Rape or Cana- 
ry-Seed ſcalded and bruiſed. 

Theſe Things, with good Attendance, will 
at all Times contribute very much to the Re- 
lief of ſick Birds. And whatever elſe is de- 


livered in this Treatiſe concerning the Nature, 


Song, Marks of Male and Female, Building, 


Breeding, Feeding, Sc. of Birds, it being 


founded upon Expericncs,.: Will upon Trial an- 
{wer likewiſe. | -, INDE X 
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